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THE circumftances in which the following difcourfe 
was delivered will appear in iu progrefs. But that the 
reader who is previoufly unacquainted with them may 
at once fee its fcope, it may not be improper to ap- 
prize him, that the Speaker had had the honour 
and happinefs of being affociated as colleague in the mi- 
niftry, for almoft eleven years, with the great and good 
man whofe death (in the futy-fixth year of his age, and 
forty- fecond of his miniftry) impofed upon him the me- 
lancholy duty of addrefling their Congregation on the 
fubjeft of their lofs, and his own. It was a collegiate 
union of which the harmony was not for a moment in- 
terrupted. Greatly recant as the author was to 
meet the public eye in this form, he yet could not al- 
low himfelf to forego for ever an opportunity of erect- 
ing his « frail memorial" in honour of a perfon fo high- 
ly venerated by him, and of a charafler than which 
none can fuffer lefs, or gain more, by a juft difplay. 
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2 Kings ii. <4* 
—And he took the mantie of Elijah that fell from him, 
and /mote the waters, andfaid, Where is the Lord 
God of Elijah ? And, when he alfo had /mitten 
the waters, they parted hither and thither t and 
Elifha went over. 

The text is, 

He faid, where is the lord god of Elijah ? 

TThIS is the fervent ejaculation of Elifha, 
when he had loft Elijah, his fpiritual father and 
tried friend, and his predeceffor in the prophetical 
office. 

Among all the elders who have obtained a good 
report through' faith, and whofe names ftand high 
on the rolls of fpotlefs fame, there is none more 
venerable than Elijah the Tifhbite. He was a 

A " perfon 
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perfon altogether extraordinary. He converted 
among men like a being of a fuperior order. His 
entrance on the fecne of public life was abrupt and 
awful ; his whole progrefs was marked by a fuccef- 
fion of wonders ; and his exit was glorioufly tri- 
umphant. 

Emerging all at once from deep obfeurity, he 
approached and addrefled Ahab, king of Ifrafl, 
like one delegated by God to controul nature, to 
fuperintend in part the adminiilration of provi- 
dence, and to difpenfe or withhold the influences 
of heaven : As the Lord God of lfrael livetb, before 
whom I /land, there Jhall not bp dew nor rain theft 
yean, but according to my word § . He then as lud* 
denly difappearcd. In his retirement he was flill 
the fame lingular and wonderful man. He vm 
and dwelt by the brook Cherith : and the ravens 
brwgbt him bread andfejh in the morning, and bread 
and flcfh in the evening. Next, we find him enter- 
tained in the houfe of the widow of Zarcphatt, 
who, receiving a prophet in the name of a prophet, 
had indeed a prophet's reward: For the handful of 
meal in the barrel became an incxhauftlble gra- 
nary, and her little crufeof oil a Sowing fountain, 
for her own and his fupply ; and, when Death iri- 
vaded her family, and bereft her of her fon, even 

Death 

* i Kings xvil. i, 
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Death was compelled to reftore the captive child, 
and Elijah was the firft among men who was im- 
powered to recover the prey from that mighty 
conqueror. Afterwards, we find him upon Mount 
Carmel, in full manifeftation before the affembled 
tribes of lfrael ; very jealous for the Lord God of 
bofisf in the midft of that great congregation; 
acting wondroufly in the utmoft plenitude of his 
prophetical power; and afcertaining by glorious 
miracles of terror and of mercy that Jehovah is 
God * At his prayer, the fire from heaven con- 
fumed the facrifice in the fight of the aftonifhed 
multitudes: the worffiippers of Baal (the moft 
ancient of idols; were confounded : all the people 
felt upon their faces in deep veneration ; and lfrael 
confeffed his God- Elijah then promifed to his , 
repentant people an abundance of rain, which they 
bad long unfuccefsfully implored from the vanities 
tf the Gemiks. Forthwith, the afpeel of the torrid 
of Canaan began to change. Clouds flying 
upon the wings of the wind were feen collefting 
and hovering over its parched fields with their 
Water y flores; and there was a time of refrefl:ing 
from the pretence f the lord, and from the glory of 
#i pmer. But though Elijah had done (uch won- 
drous works, all his rccompenfe from men was 

cruel 
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cruel perffecution. Queen Jezebel, the infolent 
and fan gui nary patronefs of idolatry, fought his 
life. To efcape her refentmcnt, he fled through 
that great wilder nets which Ifrael had traverfed 
on their march from Egypt. In his flight, an an- 
gel miniflered to him. And, when he came to 
Horeby the mount cf God, around which Ifrael aflem* 
bled to hear the proclamations of Heaven, Elijah, 
the reftorcr of the law, was admitted to the high 
honour which Mofes the lawgiver had enjoyed 
there long before, of holding a folemn interview 
with Jehovah. Returning, however, into the 
region of Samaria, to refume thofc duties from 
which no obftacles could long detain him, or dan- 
gers deter him, he found himfetf /'what could he 
lefs, under the Divine protection ?) as fafe in the 
raidfl of his enemies, as he had been among the 
rocks, and the caves, and the folitudcs of Horeb* 
The laft of the commands which he received 
while he was upon the mount with God, was to 
enoint Eli/ha the Jon of Shapbat to be prophet in bit 
room** But it was the firft which he executed: 
anxious that, for the^ good of Ifrael, there might 
be no chafm in the prophetic fuccefiion. And 
herein he difplayed the fame fatherly folicitudc, 
and difmterefted patriotifm, which had formerly 

actuated 

* i Kings xix. 16. 



SERMON I. 



9 



actuated Mofes when the termination of his nunif- 
try was announced to him by God f. 

The author of the Book of Ecclefiafticus has 
aptly compared the prophet « Elijah to a fire, and 
" his words to a burning lamp J." But the moft 
refplendent luminaries of the church, and its molt 
feraphic teachers, muft quit their ftations here be- 
low : and, though the word cf the Lord endurcib 
fir ever y they by whom it is fpoken are not fuflfer- 
ed long to continue. The time drew nigh when 
great Elijah was to be taken from among men to 
dwell for ever in the blifsful prefence of that God 
for whom he had contended on Carmel, and with 
whom he had converfed on Horeb ; and to mingle 
With thofe high celeftiat beings with whofe vifita- 
tions he had been fo familiar upon earth. The 
manner of his departure was to be no lefs extra- 
ordinary than his life and miniftry had been. 
Of that great event, the chapter of which the 
text is a part contains a circumftantiai narrative. 
It begins thus : And it came topajs, when the Lord 
would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that 
Elijah went with Elifha from Gilgal*. On their 
way, Elijah faid to his faithful attendant, Tarry 
here, I pray thee ; for the Lord bath fent me io ft- 

thel 

f Numb, xxyii. 16, t E«lus riviiL u * Ver ' U 
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tbelj. This propofal he made, not to exprefs his 
own defirc but to prove the conftancy of Eiifha's 
attachment, to afford him an opportunity of dc 
daring it, and, perhaps, to lead on to fome pro. 
fitable difcourfe. Eliflia protefled, As the Lord 
hvetb, and as thy foul livetb, I will not leave t bee. 
Again and again, the fame propofal produced the 
fame reply \. As the Lord Hvetb, and as thy foul 
hvetb, I will not leave tbee. And no wonder that 
he refufed to leave him, fi nce it appears that for 
ten years, and more, they had lived together in 
cordial union, and uninterrupted harmony; Eli. 
flia ever venerating Elijah, and Elijah ever indul. 
gent to Eliflia. 

That there was to be fomething very extraor- 
dinary in the circumftances of Elijah's departure 
as well as that it was then to happen, feems to 
have been anticipated by the fons of the prophets 
Hence, thofe of them who were at Bethel, and 
thofe who were at Jericho, came to Eliflia, and 
6id to him, Knoweft thou tbat the Lord will Me 
tby mafter from thy bead to-day * ? This was a fub- 
jca on which he needed no information from them 
and on which the fulnefs of the heart prevented 
utterance : Tea, I know it, faid he, bo/dye your peace. 
But though they were not permitted to join the 

iiluftricus 
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illuftrious travellers, nor indulged with much of 
their converfation, the fons of the prophets were 
not forbidden to follow remotely, and to coritcm* 
plate from afar the fcenc of wonders which was 
now to appear. Accordingly, while they twj went 
in, fifty men of the fons of the prophets went, and flood 
to view afar off: and they two food by Jordan f. 
The fons of the prophets marked them with eager 
attention. While they looked on, Elijah took bis 
mantle, ana wrapt it together, and fmote the waters, 
and tbeyuere divided hither and thither, fo that they 
two went over on dry ground \. To have thus at* 
tempted that tremendous pafiage, argued in Eliflia 
no fmall degree of attachment to Elijah, and of 
faith in God. Having taken thi* laft proof of 
both, Elijah faid to Eliflia, on the bank of Jordan, 
which they had now gained, sft what / Jhall do 
for tbee before I be taken from tbee # . The permit 
fion was uncircumfcribed, becaufe Elijah well 
knew that Eliflia would requeft nothing but what 
it became a prophet to delire, and a prophet to 
grant. Without hefitation, Eliflia named his 
choice : / pray tbee let a double portion of thy fpirit 
be upon me. How natural was it for this good dil- 
ciple to covet carneftly the beft of the gifts which - 
He had been wont to admire in his mafter ! Let 

a double 
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a double portion of thy fpirit be upon m. He did 
not mean to folicit the gift of prophecy and of 
miracles in a proportion doubling Elijah's ; for of 
fuch a mealure as that the poflibility, or at leaa 
the utility, could not well be conceived : but a 
portion doubling, or greatly exceeding, what had 
been ordinarily vouchfafed to infplred men. 
« Tbott baft afied," faid Elijah, " a hard thing}: 
« a gift which is not mine to give, a gift fingu- 
f* larly excellent, and but feldom indulged to man. 
«* Ktvcrtbcleji, 1 prefcribe a condition, and give 
" thee a fign ; if thou fee me when 1 am taken from 
« thee, it JUt befo unto thee; but if not, it Jb4 
H not befo." Having made this ample provifion 
for his lucceffor, Elijah had Gnifhed all his work 
on earth : and now he felt his mind difburthened 
of every care, and difengaged for convention. 
They went on, therefore, and talked. As they ad- 
vanced, behold there came on to meet them a chariot 
of fire, and horfes of fire ! a fplendid appearance 
miraculoufly produced for the occafion, refembling 
a chariot and horfes of fire; refembling fire, not 
for burning heat, but for radiant brightneft. 
Heaven lent fome of its pomp to the earth, to 
grace the entrance of this Muftrious minifter of 
God into thofebleffed regions whighhis name and 
his fame had reached long before. This glorious 

machine 
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whine was fent, and the tranfiation rendered 
confpicuous, not for Elijah's fake alone, who, with 
as much advantage to himfelf might have gone in- 
vifibly to heaven j nor for the fake of thofe cclef- 
tials whom he was about to join, intelligences who 
are not captivated with outward (how : But, firft, 
for the fake of Elifha, to whom the fight muft 
needs have proved very confirming ; for the fake 
alfo of the fons of the prophets ftill viewing from 
beyond Jordan, who were thus made witneffes of 
the great event ; and, efpecially, for the fake of the 
ignorant, infidel, idolatrous and profane men of 
that generation, who might recognife in this grand 
occurrence a new and ftriking proof of the reality 
of another world, a demonftration of the future 
exiftence of the body as well as of the foul, a fore 
pledge of the marked diaindion which is hereafter 
to be made between the righteous and the wicked, 
and a glorious example of the munificence of God 
in rewarding thofe who, by their fidelity to reli- 
gion, and ufefulnefs to men, have honoured him 
in their times. The chariot of fire which met the 
prophets, parted them both afunder. The tendered 
connexions on earth muft. be diffolved. Elijah and 
Elifha muft part : and it was fit that he who had 
firft borne the burden and heat of the day, mould 
be the firft to enter into the joy of his Lord. 

B While, 



z 4 



SERMON I. 



While, therefore, Eliflia was left upon the earth, 
Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. « He 
" was taken up/* fays the fon of Sirach, « in a 
" whirlwind of fire V In this glorious career he 
paffed the aerial regions ; and thence, doubtlefc 
without any fuch accompaniment, he afcended 
into the heaven of heavens. Angels, we may be- 
lieve, convoyed him thither ; and conducted him 
there, till be came to the Ancient of Days, and /% 
brought him near before Him, to receive that high 
approbation and welcome which <;onfum mates the 
felicity of the jutt; Well done, good and faithful 
fervant* 

When Elijah went up, Eli/ha faw it; and thus 
he had the pledge of obtaining his great requell 
He faw it, and he cried, " My father, my father, the 
" chariot of Ifraelandthe horfimen thereof; my beft 
* friend, IfraePs bed defence. 1 '— an exclamation 
ftrongly expreflivc of his incxtinguifliable affection 
for the departing prophet, of his fenfe of his own 
and IfraePs lofs, and of his having beheld the fpc 
cificd fign which fecured to him the parting falef- 
fing. We may believe that, like the Difciples 
gazing up into heaven when Chrift was received into 
glory, Eliflu anxioiifly followed with his eyes 
the afcending pomp, till clouds or diflance put it 

beyond 
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beyond his view* And he faw him no more. And 
k took hold of his own clothes, and nnt them in Hw 
pcuu Although he had obierved and underitood 
the various occurrences which had announced E- 
lijah's departure, although the manner of it prov- 
ed it to be great gain to the tranflated faint, and 
although the circumftance of his having beheld it, 
affured him that to himfelf it would be followed 
with an acceflion of high gifts from God, and of 
high honours from men ; yet, at the final disap- 
pearance of one fo great and good, fo beloved and 
revered, al! the amiable fenfibilities of nature were 
touched, every generous and tender feeling within 
Sio\ was wounded, and Eli lha's heart was wrung 
with the parting pang, And he took hold of his own 
ctibesj and rent them in two picas. 

All that Elijah left behind him was the upper 
garment which he had been accultomed to wear- 
Perhaps it was the fame which he £aft upon Elilha 
when he confecrated him the Prophet Elect of U- 
raeh We are told in the narrative, that it fell 
from him. It fell from him when he began his ac- 
cent to that happier country, where he was 
not fo need it for concealment, for ornament, 
or for defence. It fell from him, we may prefume, 
at the moment of that glorious transformation 
which prepared him for the place of his future re* 

fidence, 
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fidence, and which fhall be exemplified in the faints 
who fhall be found alive at the coming of the Lord** 
Elifha gathered it up as a precious remain. He took 
up atfoj fays the fcripture, the mantle of Elijah that 
fell from him, and went back, and flood by the bank 

of Jordan], He went back i retracing now, iii 

penfive folitude, and with flow and interrupted 
fteps, the path which he had fo lately trodc at the 
fide of his Elijah. He went back to rejoin the 
world and the church militant with which he was 
ftill connected, and to mingle in the fcenes of ac« 
tive life in which it was his duty to be ftill con*<% 
fant. He went back, and flood by the bank of J&r* 
dan. He flood, perhaps, upon the very fpot wher$ 
he had afked and obtained the parting bleffing. 
He flood eyeing the full flowing ftream on which 
his illuftrious friend had but now performed the 
lafl of his mighty works- He flood revolving 
deep in his breaft the paft, the prefent, and the 
future. Many tender and ftrong emotions ftrug- 
gled within him. He felt, befides, a very unufual 
impulfe. He was prompted to rcpafs Jordan as 
he had come over it, and now, for the firft tune, 
to try his influence with Omnipotence. It was 
the fpirit of Elijah beginning to move Elifha. At 
length, the agitations of his mind and heart, his 

regrets 
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regrets and Ms defires were too mighty for reftraint. 
In the height of prophetic rapture, be took the man- 
tie of Elijah, and /mote the waters : and in fmiting 
them, poured forth his foul in the vehement afpi- 
ration of the text, pronouncing at once the name 
of Elijah, and of Elijah's God; where is the 
lord god of elijah? He names Elijah; but 
he invokes Elijah's God. He utters not the lan- 
guage of doubt and diftruft, but of faith and fer- 
vent deflre : Where is the Lord God of Elijah? or, 
Where is the Urd God of Elijah, even bimfdfl 

To difplay the fpirit and the references of thefc 
words, is now the objeft of this difcourfe. This 
ejaculatory exclamation, then, may be confidered, 

I. In its reference to Elijah, who is named m 
it, and from whom God himfelf is here denomi- 
nated : 

II. In its reference to Eliflu's own peculiar cir- 
cumftances, when he uttered it : 

UL In its reference to the congregation of It 
rael, among whom Elijah had lately minillered, and 
among whom Elifha was henceforth to minifter 

alone: And, 

IV. More generally, as expreffive and exem- 
plary of that recurrence to God which is fo con- 

genial 
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genial and confolatory to a devout mind, in every 
trying viciffitude of li/e. 

I. The exclamation plainly indicates that, on 
his way from the fcene of the tranflation, and now 
on the bank of Jordan, Elifta was impreffed with ' 
the higheft veneration for his departed friend, as a 
man indifputably and eminently connected with 
God. Had he not ftrongly felt this impreffion, he 
would not have addrcfled tltc object of his adora- 
tion by the title of the Lord God of Elijah. 

The Lord God of Elijah ! While Elilha uttered 
there words he was reviewing the paft with a 
mind attentive and ardent, and full of the remem- 
brance of Elijah as one who. while he lived a- 
iiiorg men, had been lingular!*:* man of God. 

On the one hand, Eiiffe was a man who had 
devoted himfelf to God. Hafit not been fo, the 
appellation here given to the Divinity had been 
impertinent in itfelf, and infulting to him. For 
he refufes to be called the God of thofe who de^ 
part from him in heart, or in works deny him. 
But lie had been the fupreme object of Elijah's 
faith, love, hope, adoration and obedience. In 
his fervice Elijah had been upright and aclive, in- 
trepid, perfevering, and glorioufly exemplary. 
To have thought or faid of Elijah that he had 

ferved 
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ferved God much, or above many, had been but 
faint, partial, inappropriate approbation. He had 
ferved God above all his contemporaries. He had 
been, in his days, incomparably the moil illuflri- 
ous advocate on earth for the truth :-»And his 
were days which put the fincerity and flrength of 
men's religion feverely to the teft : days of fuch 
degeneracy, that there were but feven thoufand in 
Ifracl who had not bowed to Baal; and days of 
fach danger that of thofe feven thoufand none dar- 
ed to appear for God *. But neither the cowar- 
dice and defertion of the beft in lfrael, nor the 
fcorn and rage andriolence of the worft, could in- 
timidate Elijah ; 



faithful found 
" Among the faithleft, faithful only he : 
* Among innumerable falfe, unmoved, 
n Unfhaken, unfeduced, unterrified, 
"< His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal : 
" Nor number, nor example with him wrought 
" To fwerve from truth, or change his conftant mind 
« Tho' Angle f" 

What carefulnefs was there in him to afcertain and 

ditchajge 
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difcharge his duty ; yea, what clearing of him/elf 
from fellowship with the unfruitful works of dark- 
nefs; yea, what indignation againft idolatry ; yea, 
what vehement deftre for reformation j yea, what 
zeal for God ; yea, what revenge againft the corrup- 
ters of his worfhip, and the feducers of his people ? 

As Elijah had fignally corifecrated himfelf to 
God; fo, on the other hand, by moft memorable 
tokens, Jehovah had avowed himfelf, and of con- 
fequence, could not but chufe to be called, The 
God of Elijah. To Elijah he gave a commit 
fion more ample and honourable, than any other 
prophet, Mofes excepted, had ever received. Eli- 
jah executed it with a fptrit andp.wer * which have 
been the admiration of all fuccceding times: God 
alfo bearing him witnefs, boibwith ftgm and wonders, 
and with divers miracles. Thus " honoured in his 
" wondrous deeds f;" before his translation, he 
had many a teftimony that he pkafedGod. But his 
tranflation itfelf, as it was the concluding, was the 
moft amazing proof of the divine acceptance. Since 
the beginning of time he was the fecond, and he 
has been the laft, who departed for glory by a- 
nother route than the dark valley of death. E- 
noch the feventh from Adam was the firft : And 

he too had been, in moft perilous times, an illuftri- 
% 

ous 
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ous prophet, an undaunted reprover of fin, and 
a preacher and worker of righteoufnefs ; and had 
dared, alone, to withftand the torrent of corrup- 
tion in a world deluged by iniquity before it was 
depopulated by the flood of waters. " He pleafed 
** God, and was beloved of him : fo that living 
" among Tinners he was tranllated # ." In both ex- 
amples, God glorioufly verified the faying that is 
written, Them that honour me 1 will honour. 

As the man of God, the man who honoured 
God and whom God delighted to honour, Elijah's 
name was great in Ifraelj and he was equally 
dreaded by the bad, and venerated by the good* 
But Eliftia, his friend and difciple, had more fuU 
ly known his doctrine, manner cf life, purpofe, faiih 7 
hngfuffcring, charity, patience, perfections and cf- 
fiittions ; and alfo the grand atteftations which he 
had received of the divine acceptance unto that 
fame day that hi was taken up : And now, when 
the varied and interefting and wondrous fcene was 
clofed, he was dwelling on the retrofpeft with a 
melting heart, and revering the memory while he 
regretted the lofs of the man of God. 

But farther, the appellation ufed in this ad- 
drefs iadicates not only Eliftia's recollection of what 
Elijah had been upon earth, but his firm perfua- 
fion that the departed faint was ftill honourably 
C con- 
* Wiftl, i*. to. 
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conneded with God, and now alive with him in 
glory. For, when Jehovah h in fcripture called 
the God of departed faints, the expreflion marks, 
not a paft and terminated, but a prefent and per- 
manent relation ; and implies that thofe whofe 
God he is faid to be are not, when they go hence, 
abandoned by him, but exalted to endlefs bleffed- 
nefs. This is the do&rine which our Lord ihted 
and demonftrated againft the Sadducees. In proof 
of it he argues, convinciogly, on the obvious prin- 
ciple that a relation cannot fubfift if one of the 
correlates fails ; Gcd is not the God of the dead, but 
of the living *. Now, if even Mofes Jhewed at the 
bujh his belief of the happinefs of the difembodi- 
ed fouls, and his hope of the future glorious re- 
furreftion of the bodies of his great anceliors, 
when be ealleth The Lord the God of Abraham, and 
the God of Ifaacy and the God of Jacob \ : did not Eli* 
flia, at the bank of Jordan, when he calls Jehovah 
the God of Elijah, as plainly evince his belief that 
both the foul and body of his illuftrious friend 
were immortalized in glory ? Hence, when the 
fons of the prophets propofed to explore hill and 
valley in queft of their honourable elder, Elifha 
difcountenanced the extravagant project, and, as 
long as prudence or modefly would permit, refill- 
ed their teazing importunities ; avowing thus his 

convi&ion 

* Mat, xxii. 32. f Luke xx, 37. 
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conviction that the heavens had received, and 
were to retain Elijah. And they did receive him ; 
and we know that they retained him till his ap- 
pearance on the mount of transfiguration: and 
they muft retain him now till he mail re-appear at 
the coming of Jefus Chrifl eur Lord with all bis faints. 

We have now feen that the exclamation be- 
fore us, indicates the higheft refpeft for tranfiated 
Elijah, as a man who had been, and who flill was, 
honourably connected with God. How various 
and oppofite muft have been the emotions of Eli- 
fha while fuch reflexions crouded on his mind ! 
The more he thought ob what Elijah had been, 
the more, doubtlels, would he regret his abfence ; 
and the more he thought on what he now was, 
he would the more rebuke the fclfiuinefs of his 
own grief, and rejoice in his friend's great gain. 
H - Similar to the mixed feelings of Elifiu at this 
time, are thofe of which we arc confeious on the 
remembrance of loft friends, who were indifput- 
ably good. In our fond reviews of their charac- 
ter, the mind broods over thofe excellencies, of 
which the recollection, while it gratifies our at- 
tachments, aggravates our forrows. But we arc 
infenfibly relieved by the exhilarating reflection, 
that they who lived with God while they lived 

with 
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with us, muft be with him ftill, and with him 
now in the poffdfion of all their hopes and ours. 
This fublime perfuafion charadcrifes the grief of 
a faint for thofe who die in the Lord. It is a fenti* 
ment which at once compofes and exalts the foul 
of the mourner. It tranflates his heart to heaven : 
and cheers the gloom of feparation with the hope 
of a bleffed re-union in the eternal abodes of the 
juft. 

/ would not have you to be ignorant \ brethren, 
concerning them who are afleep, that ye farrow not, 
even as others who have no hope. For if we believe 
thai Jefus died and ro/e again, even fo them alfo who 
fleep in Jefus, will God bring with him* 

Wherefore comfort one another to-day with theft 

words \ He whom we have loft is gone to his 

Father and our Father, to his God and our God, 

H. Let us confider the exclamation in the text 
in its reference to Eliflia's own peculiar circum* 
ftances. It is an earned ejaculation on his own 
behalf, that God would be with him as he had 
been with Elijah, 

The ejaculation refpected both the prefent and 
the future circumftances of Elifha. 

It refpefad his prefent circumftances. Ad- 

• vanccd 
* i Theff. iT, 13, 14, & 18, 
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vanced. to the brink of Jordan, irrefiftibly intti- 
gated to attempt a miraculous paflage of its ftream, 
and wrapping together and lifting up the mantle 
of the tran Hated prophet to fmite the waters, he 
invokes Jehovah, the God of Elijah as the apof- 
tles in performing miracles, invoked Jefus, the 
great God our Saviour, the Lord of apoftles and 
prophets. Eliflia calls upon God to interpofe for 
him as he had done for his predeceffor. He called 
not in vain, The God of Elijah was prefent. 
The waters faw it, and fed; Jordan was driven 
back; its channels were difcovered ; and a fafe 
road on dry ground to its farther bank appeared *. 
For, when he alfo had fmitttn the waters, they part* 
ed hither and thither : and Eli/ha went over. 

But the ejaculation refpected his future as well 
as his prefent circumftances. It is a prayer for 
that great and permanent portion of the prophetic 
fpirit, which he had requefted as a laft gift from 
Elijah, which Elijah had conditionally promifed 
htm, and which God, by Ihowing him the fign, 
had pledged himfelf to beftow. Standing, as moft 
probably he was when he uttered the exclama- 
tion in the text, upon or near the fpot where the 
bteffing had been alked and granted; ready forth- 

with 
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with to commence that prophetic career which E- 
lijah had fo glorioufly terminated, and in which 
he could not follow him without the fame fpirit ; 
and having it now no longer in his power to em- 
ploy that great prophet's interceffion with the Au- 
thor of every good gift ; he goes himfelf to Elijah's 
God, imploring by direct application what he had 
formerly fought more circuitoufly through the in. 
flucnce of Elijah. The heavenly Father granted his 
petition. The fins of the prophets recognifcd the 
fad, vsA fmiy The fpirit of Elijah doth re/lonEli- 
flm. And thy came to meet him, and bowed them- 
feives to the ground before him * : doing homage to 
him as their chief, reverencing his high nation and 
endowments, and looking up to him as the light 
of Ifrael. From that time Elifha went forth in the 
fpirit and power of Elijah, All Ifrael from tan even 
to Bcerjhcba knew that he was eftabHJhed to be a pro- 
phet of the Lord. And among the nations all a- 
round it was talked that in Ifrael there was a 
prophet mighty in word and in deed f . Although 
in a certain awful fublimity of character, and in 
the fplendour of fome of his public actions, Elijah 
was never equalled by Elifha, the latter can fcarce- 
ly be held an inferior prophet. He was as ufeful 

to 
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to the church, and to the ftate. He performed, 
fay the Jewifh writers, twice as many miracles. 
Four times as long he prefided in the prophetic 
fchools, and was revered as the living oracle of 
•heaven. At length, he too finilhed his courfe in 
the ways of righteoufnefs : And when he was de- 
parting, the fame honourable lamentation with 
which he followed Elijah, was pronounced over 
himfelf. Joajh the king of Ifrael came down unto him, 
when he was fallen fuk of 'the fteknefs whereof he died, 
and wept over his face, and faid, 0 my father, my 
/other, the chariot of Ifrael and the horfemen tbereif\ 

Thus, as the anfwer of prayer for the accom- 
plifhmcnt of a divine promifc, the Jpirit of Elijah 
Tcfted upon Ebjha ; and its fruits were glorious. 
Happy was it for him that he made fuch a choice, 
and happy that he followed it with fuch fervent 
fupplications ! 

What an encouragement to the fucceffors of 
thofe who have honourably finilhed their labours 
in the church, to reflect that the refidue of the fpi- 
rit is with God! Confcious when we are, not only 
of much infirmity, but, it may be, of much in- 
feriority to our predeceffors, there is no caufe for 
overwhelming difquietude : for, there is one Spirit, 
one Lord, one God and Father of all. 

Of 

* 2 Kings xiii. 14. 
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Of the enlightening and fan ctifying Spirit that 
it upon Chri/l, let each of you, brethren, defire a 
double portion. Would to Heaven it were more 
the object of emulation among Chriftlans to excel 
in grace! That ftrife (a ftrife which would baniflt 
others innumerable) would be glorious in the 
church, and its event would be happy, livery 
man's fuccefs would diffufe the peace of God through 
his own heart, and a bleffing all around him. 
That you may obtain the Spirit of Chrift, let each, 
like Elifha, employ the interceffion of thofe who 
have influence with God ; but like Eiiflia too, let 
each alk for himfelf. The excellence of the gift 
may mfpire ardour of application, the promues 
of God confidence of fuccefs. Remember ye not 
that our Lord Jefus Chrift, while he was yet on 
earth, but about to afcend to heaven, promifed to 
us the Holy Spirit from the Father. New 1 go my 
way to him tbatfent m*,faid theblefled Saviour ; new 
I go my way to him that fent me. And it it expedient 
for you that J go away f for if I go tat away, the Com- 
forter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will 
fend him unto you. Brethren, Jefus is gone, Jefus 
is glorified ; and your heavenly Father giveth the Ho- 
ly Spirit to them that afk him *. 

k The 
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The ejaculation in the text is expreifive of 
Eliflia's great concern for the people of Ifrael, now 
deprived of Elijah's miniftry, and committed to 
his. How deeply he regretted their lofs by the 
departure of Elijah, appeared at the very inftattt 
of the tranflation. Bemoaning them no lefs than 
himfelf, he exclaimed, " My father, my father^ 
" the chariot of Ifrael, and the borfemen thereof" 
In hi? eliimate, the nation had fuflered a cala- 
mity equalling the ruin of its bell appointed armies. 
Afluredly, the prayer in the text is, in its refer- 
ences, not lefs extenfive than that lamentation : 
And he who but a little before, when Elijah was 
taken away, bewailed Ifrael's lofs as feelingly as 
his own, is now as generoufly fupplicating for 
Ifrael, as well as for himfelf, the prefence of Eli- 
jah's God. 

Ehfiia well knew that in times of fuch de- 
generacy as thofe in which he lived, when igno- 
rance, infidelity and profanity much prevailed, 
Ifrael could but ill fpare its intrepid reformer: 
and that in times of fuch danger, when Moab 
was in actual rebellion, and when the infidious 
and infolent Syrian wa3 menacing invafion, Ifrael 

could but ill fpare its beft defence *. 

D What 
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What wonder, then, that at the departure of 
Elijah, the patriotifm of Eliflu trembled for the 
ftate, and his piety for the church ? He had ever 
felt an intereft in the profperity of both. But 
while Elijah, a man fo mighty with God and fo 
intent on his country's good, remained with It 
rael, that feeling had nothing oppreffive in it. 
Now, however, when the great patriotic faint was 
gone, it was accompanied with perplexing fo- 
licitude for the public fafety. And among the 
fources of Eliflia's anxiety, none of the lead 
might be the fear that Elijah's place wdtald be but 
ill fupplied by himfelf, and that, while the pro- 
phetic fucceflion was continued, Ifrael might fuf- 
fer much by his occupancy of a Ration which had 
been fo illuftrioufly filled before. 

Thus fituated, and feeling thus, what remain- 
ed for Eliflia but to repair, as he did, to the God 
of his great predeceflbr, earneftly intreating that 
the fame divine favours which had fignalized his 
miniftry might (til! be continued to ifrael ? "'Where 
is the Lord GJ of Elijah? Ifrael enjoys Elijah 
44 no more : but let them not be deprived of the 
" prefence of that God who raifed him up, who 
" made him fo great a bleffing, and who accom- 
u panied his exertions with fuch mighty power, 
. ' ^ and 
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¥ and effecl. Give ear, 0 Shepherd of Ifrael, thou 
« that leaded Jofepb like a flock ! Jhine forth in the 
" manifeftations of thy glory ; and, before Ephraim 
" and Manaffeh, ftir up thy Jlrengtb, and come fof 
" our falvation by thy wondrous works of pro- 
' " vidence and cf grace ; as in the days of Elijah." 

Ip In every age, the removal of perfons of e- 
mrnent worth and exteufive ufefulneft, has been 
deplored as a common calamity. AH Ifrael mourn- 
ed for Miriam, for Aaron, for Mofes, for Samu- 
el; all Judah for Afa, for Hezekiah, forjofiah; 
king joafli for Eliftia ; ahd the devout men for 
Stephen, the firft of Chriftian Martyrs. When 
fociety, by the removal of its bed members, lofes 
the benefit of much wifdom and experience, of 
much active and exemplary goodnefe, and of 
much influence with God, neither piety nor hu- 1 
manity can withhold the tear of condolence. If 
fuch lofles are frequent, and not repaired; if the 
tfghteous are taken away from the church, and 
flot replaced, or, if the fucceflion of the great 
benefactors of the ftate is perceptibly fufpended ; 
the appearance is alarming, and augurs ill fop 
the civil or ecclefiaflical community, 

T he death, therefore, of thofe who, in a civil 
or religious view, are the excellent ones of the earthy 

ought 
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ought to awaken in furvivors much ferious 
thoughtfulnefs. But on fuch mournful occafions, 
fympathy with fociety muft produce more fubftan- 
tial fruits than unavailing lamentations. From 
lamentation for Ifrael, Eliflia now betook himfelf 
to prayer, and from prayer to pious and patriotic 
exertions. Go ye, and do likewife. While the dis- 
appearance of illuflrious virtue roufes your keeneft 
fenfibilities for the public lofs, let thofe generous 
feelings prompt your ardent interceflions for fo- 
ciety to Him of whofe goodnefs its departed be- 
nefa&ors were but the inftruments : and let them 
do more ; let them animate each of you, in his 
place, to redouble his own efforts for the benefit 
of the ftate, and of the church. v 

In particular, when the church is from time to 
time deprived of Paftors, or of private Chriftians, 
who have dove worthily in their generation, and 
whofe names have been famous in Ifrael, let us, like 
Eliflia, retort in fervent prayer to the Lord Gcd of 
the holy prophets, who can caufe other faviours to 
come up upon Mount Zionzs confpicuous as thofe who 
are gone, or can work the fame falvation by in- 
ftruments more obfeurc. In iupplicating at fuch 
times, for the remnant that is left, we may, like 
Eliflia, invigorate our defires, and enforce our 

petitions, 
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petitions, by references to the paft. Remember- 
ing the years of the right hand of the Mo/I High, and 
his wonders of old ; commemorating the characters, 
qualifications, and exertions of thofe benefactors 
of religion who now reft from their labours ; and 
rehearfing in the audience of God what he did 
in their days, and by their agency we may in- 
treat that, as circumftances fliall require, firailar 
minifters of good to the church may be provided, 
fimilar works of mercy performed, and fimilar 
manifeftations of the divine glory vouchfafed : 
" Where is the Lord God of Elijah ? Where is he that 
" put his Holy Spirit in Mofes 1 Where is be that led 
% his people with his glorious arm, dividing the waters 
" before them, to make himfelf an everlafting name. 
" Look down from heaven, and behold from the habU 
" tation of thy holinefs and of thy glory : where is thy 
" zeal? are thy mercies rcftrained? where are thy 
" former kindnejfes ? Awake, awake, put on Strength, 
" 0 arm of the Lord ; awake, as in the ancient days, 
" in the generations of old. Return, 0 Lord, how 
* long ? Let thy work appear unto thy fervants, and 
" thy glory unto their children *" 

IV. Wfi 
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IV. We come now to the laft, and moft gene- 
ral view of Elifha's ejaculatory exclamation. It 
may be conftdered as expreflive and exemplary of 
that recurrence to God which is highly congenial 
and coufolatory to a devout mind in every trying 
viciffitude of life. 

Contemplated in all its complication of won- 
drous circumftances, the* fituation of Etiflia, when 
he uttered the words under review, was wholly 
unprecedented, and is likely to remain for ever 
unparalleled* Divefted, however, of its extraor- 
dinary peculiarities, it forms an important cafe 
altogether in unifon with daily experience, if 
his diflrcfsful feelings and his religious exercife at 
this time be confidered in their general nature, 
nothing can be more common among men than 
the former, or among faints than the latter. The 
Iofs of the deareft friends is an evil incident to 
every man who lives, and this recurrence of the 
foul to God in itsdtftrefs is familiar to every faint. 

Elifha's affliction, then, confidered in this ge- , 
neral view, was great indeed \ but it is what many 
are doomed to endure. He had loft the guide and 
guardian of his youth, the object of his higheil e- 
tteem and tendered love, and the immediate fource 
of the beft comforts of his life. He felt the cala- 
mity in all its bitternefs. He knew that his lofs 

was 
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was in kind irreparable, and that no creature 
could fupply to him the place of Elijah. 

Indifaltrous fixations like this, when all that 
was loved is loft, and when all that was feared is 
Ht, multitudes are at once mfubmiffive and de- 
fpondent. They are difcompofed and confounded. 
They repine at the vifitations of Providence, and 
they feel themfelves without refource. 

But with Elifha it was not fc. Penetrated 
Mb the livelieft fcrrow, he was yet felf.poffe'i.d- 
>ad he looked up with reflation and hope, with 
wncft longing and devout iupplicuions to Him 
fits on the throne of the heavens regulating 

* events; and who, in hu h*ly habitation, U the 
Mer of the father^ and thereof the ^ 

* grangers Jim and the orphan's ftay : « Where 
» the Lord God of Elijah 

The exclamation recognifes God's fupremacr 
^dhisallfuflkiency. 

p irft; recurring to God in his diftrefs, Elifta 
the divine fupremacy : « Jehovah, the God 
4 Ethah /Elijah's Lord and God!" In the very 
■ of the addrefs, there is couched an acknow- 

[ dement of God's inconteftable right to difpafe, 
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as he pleafed, of Elijah and of every creature ; of 

EHfha's friend and father, and of all Elifha'scom. 

forts. " Elijah is gone! but it was Elijah's fo. 

1 vereign Lord and mine who took him away; 
and 1 fubmit. 1 have loft much j but I have fuller- 

« ed no wrong. It is Jehovah ; let him do what 

« feemetb him good \" 

Thus, brethren, when you feel the bittcrefl 

pangs for the lofs of what you loved, recognife 

Jehovah as the God of your departed comforts. 

From him they came. He was MM the proprietor 

of them while they remained. He did not alie- 
nate his benefits when he imparted them to you. 
Your poffefiion could not invalidate his right. Your 
parents, your fpoufes, your brethren, your chil- 
dren, your natural relations, your chofen friends, 
often dearer than they, and all thofe beloved ob- 
jefts which you call your own ; are lefs yours than 
« his . if he takes any of them away, you mf 
grieve, but you muft not complain. Coniidcr; 
may he not do what he wills with his own. Bt 
,till then, and know that he is God. Be Bent, and 
adore the awful majefty, the myuerious wifdom, 
the fovereign authority, the uncontrouhWe 

•j- i Sam. iii. !<}• 
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power, and the unimpeachable righteoufnefs of 
the Arbiter of the univerfe. Our Cod is in the 
heavens : he hath done wbaifoever he pleafed. The . 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; blejfed be 
the name of the Lord ** , 

Again ; in this recurrence to God, afflicted 
Jflha plainly recognifes the divine all-fufficiency. 
I Where „ the Lord God of Elijah ? I have loft 1> 
r« lijah, and 1 (hall fee him no more. But Elijah's 
« God remains : 0 that 1 knew where I might fid 

" *He contemplates the object of his adoration as 
Jehovah : the firft and the laft j the greateft and 
the beft; the fource and the fum of excellence; 
the fountain of being, of life, and of bleffednefc ; 
felf-exiflent, infinite and eternal. ' 

But farther ; he contemplates Jehovah, m the 
fpecial character of The God of Elijah. No other 
view of the all-fufGcient Parent of good, fo exactly 
accorded with his preferit feelings, circumftances, 
or profpeds } or was equally calculated to embolden 
b» faith, to elevate his affections, to regulate h» 
defires, and to foothe his forrows. In Jehovah, 
as the tried object of Elijah', fupreme confidence, 
g and 

* Pfal. at v. ± Jo^ 2I ' 
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and the fource of all his excellence, Eliffia faw 
whatever could be needed by himfelf, as a ion 
who had loa Elijah his father, as a faint who wifh- 
ed to imitate Elijah in holinefs, and as a minifler 
who had fucceeded Elijah in office. Where is Je. t 
hovah the God of Elijah, even himfelf? 

This is the language of a foul looking through J 
the gloom of afflictive providences to God as the i 
chief good ^decidedly preferring him to the beft 1 
of his temporal and terreftrial benefits ;-morc j 
firmly attached to him by every fucceffive proof! 

of their infufficiency and cvanefcence; -more 

powerfully impelled toward him by every firoke 
which they infliftj-following hard after him, 
with inextinguifhable defires, a, i t8 moft fecure 
refuge, its inexhaufliblc refource, and itsfupreme 
confolation, amidft the ills of life ; -and fecking 
to repofc in him as its ultimate reft, and to enjoy 
h.m as its alkomprehenfive and eternal portion. 
« Where is Jehovah even himfelf? My foul tbirfletb 
Jor God for the living God*. 0 my Cod, my foul 
>s cafl down within tne, therefore wilt / remmber 
thee from the land of Jordan." 
Elifha was heard, and helped. He found in 
Jehovah more than he had loft i n Elijah : and 

' obtained 
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obtained relief for the paft, for the prefeht, and 
for the future, all at once. 

Behold, then, brethren, an example worthy 
to be ever remembered and imitated by the afflict- 
ed! a bereaved foul recalled by the failure of 

the ftreams of created comfort, to the everlafting, 
> illimitable, undiminilhable fountain of happinefs 
in the Creator. Are the objects dearcft and 
'moft delightful to your hearts taken away? 
Recollect that it was God who infufed into them 
all their fwectnefs, and gave them all their 
power to Mel's. Recollect that they were but the 
receptacles and the vehicles of his goodnefe : and 
fcek in him what you have loft in them. 

Here, then, is the wifdom of the faints, the 
fpirit of true devotion, the path of duty and of 
comfort, amidft all thofe privations of good, and 
preffures of evil, which imbittcr the prefent lot of 
man. It is to recognife and adore the Eternal in 
the heavens, as the fupremc Governor, who work, 
etb all in all, and doth all things well; and as the 
fupreme good, with whom is the fountain of life, 
ever open to the believing applicant, and ever ade- 
quate to his utmoft need. 

We 
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We have thus confidcred the exclamation of 
Elifha in the feveral views which appeared moft 
natural :— As an expreffion of the higheft rcfpecV 
for departed Eh'jah ; as an ejaculation for himfelf 
in his own peculiar circumftances, and for Ifrael, 
after the lofs of that great prophet ; and, more ge- 
nerally, as an exemplification of that devout re. 
currence to God which becomes, and indeed cha- 
raaerifes, a faint in every diftrcfsful conjuncture 
of affairs* 

Brethren, the fad event which we deplore 
this day, and which forms an epoch moft intereft. 
ing to you and to me, naturally turns our reflec- 
tions fas Elifha's by the departure- of Elijah were 
turned) to the paft, to the prefent, and to the fu. 
ture; to him whom we have loft, to ourfelves, 
and to God. 

Our prefent circumftances as a congregation, 
and the grand references of the text, do indeed 
differ extremely in magnitude, but this does not 
prevent a fimilarity between them which you may 
•have remarked, nor render Elifha's exercife lefs 
proper to be a model for ours. 

If 
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If Eliflia returning from the fcene of the 
tranflation, ftanding where he had afked and ob- 
tained the parting bleffing, and eyeing the ftream 
on which his iltuftrious friend had performed his 
laft mighty work, could not contain the ftrong 
and tender emotions which were ftruggling with- 
in him, but gave them utterance in the abrupt 
and vehement exclamation of the text, in which 
he pronounced aloud the honoured name of de- 
parted Elijah j for you, and for me, my brethren, 

affembled now for the firft time fince we loft: 

our venerated father, affembled here in the houfe 
of the God whom he ferved, here in the principal 
fcene of his miniftrations, here where he was wont 
to give us his inftrudions and his bleffing, here 
where the laft of his public fervices was fo lately 

and fo honourably performed, it is impoffible 

not to dwelt with melting hearts upon the re- 
membrance of that excellent perfon whom we 
Hull not again behold till the heavens be no more. 
In the language of men upon earth, he is now 
numbered with the dead; but in the language of 
the better world, he is now at length arrived at 
the land of the living. He refts from the labours 
of forty and two years among you, my beloved 

brethren. 
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brethren. To this congregation, while it has a 
being, his memory muft be dear. He found it a 
tender plant, and he watched over it and watered 
it, till it grew up and flourifhed. 

He has given us now his laft admonition by his 
death : And it had a fudden, * loud, and an awfiil 
voice. Each of us felt that he had loft a father, 
and a friend. Let us profit by him dill, my bre- 
thren. Let not his uiefulncfs among us end with 
his miniliry. 

The fcripture exhorts us to take for our ex- 
amples the faints of God who have run the Chrit 
tian race before us : an exhortation which prefup. 
pofes, and which therefore requires, a careful re- 
collection, and a frequent re-impreffion upon our 
minds, of whatever was laudable in their charac- 
ter or conduct 

A character without defects, and combining 
every excellence, is not to be found. Mas was a 
man fubjeft to like pqfflons as we are*. And the 
Apoftle Paul, while he propofes himfelf as a pat- 
tern to faints in every age, profeffes not to have 
attained the perfection at which he afpired, and 
recommends not an indifcriminate imitation. The 

law 
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law and example of Chrift are our only rule. 
The examples of the faints are greatly .helpful, 
however, to excite and encourage eur attempts 
to regulate our converfation by that fupren e 
ftandard : for they demonftrate the prafiicabiiity 
of very high degrees of conformity to it, they 
Jhow the lovelinefs of the beauties of holinefs 
even in men who had infirmities like our own, 
and they kindle in us an holy ardour to emulate 
thofe who became what they were by that very 
grace which is proffered to ourfelves. The recol- 
lection of the examples of thofe faints whom we 
knew and honoured while they lived, muft have 
an influence peculiarly powerful to produce imi- 
tation. For in this cafe, all thofe tender emotions 
which furround the idea of objects fo beloved, 
operate to attach our hearts to thofe excellencies 
which rendered them amiable and refpectable to 
us, and to aflimilate us infenfibly to charafters 
which we follow with our efteem, our regrets, and 
our affectionate remembrance. 

To Itimulate and afilft recolle&ion of departed 
excellence, a public commemoration of it is fome- 
times proper. It is fanctioned by the authority of 
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the very higheft example. When John the Bap* 
tift had finiflied his miniftry, our Saviour, his 
contemporary and furvivor, publicly pronounced 
his eulogy: « He was a burning and a foining 

« light: 9 

Suffer mc, then, my brethren, to put you in 
remembrance of him who fo long /pake unto you 
the word of God, and to call upon you to be fol- 
lowers of him, even as he atfo was of Cbrifl* For, 
having now for aim oft eleven years fcrved with him 
in the gofpcl as a fon with the father, I have full) 
known his dotlrine, manner cf life, purpoje, faith, 
hngfuffering, charity patience, and afflictions. Yet 
I fpeak not for your information; for ye have 
known him yourfelves, and alfo bear him re- 
cord. His praife is in the churches : and he was 
cstcnfively known and efieemed in the world. I 
am not now going to prefent an overcharged* pic- 
ture of what he was, or to try to agitate your 
hearts with a conflift of forrows for your own 
lofs, to do either of which were as fruitlefs as it is 
unncceflary ; but to exhibit, in the words of truth 
and fobernefs, adeicription which you will recog- 
nife to be juft, and a pattern which it were wife 
in us all to copy. 
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Of his natural gifts, or of his acquirements 
of learning and knowledge, which were confef- 
fedly very fuperior, I fliall not fpeak particular- 
ly. Suffice it to fay that, whatever they were, 
he confecrated them all to God and to rightcout 
nefs : not only becaufc he anticipated the account 
which he had to render at the fupreme tribunal 
for the ufe of his talents, but becaufe he found the 
woft fubflantial enjoyment in the right application 
of them. 

In like manner, brethren, give yourfekes to the 
Lord, and devote to his fervice whatever you de- 
rive from his bounty. 

Remember the faith of him who -was the 
helper of yours. Firmly was he convinced of the 
truth of the gofpel which he preached, and deep. 
!y was he iroprefied with the importance of its 
revelations. He converfed much with things hea- 
venly and eternal. Of him it was characterise, 
»n a degree which I recollect with reverence, that 
he bowed with mod profound iubir.iffion to every 
ttpreffion of God's legiflative will in the fcrip- 
tu res ; and that the afcertainmcne of his duty in. 
ftaruly and immutably determined his purpofe 
and his practice. He preferved, by faith, an hap- 
F p v 
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py equanimity amidft the fluctuations and ftorms 
of external events. When of late years the public 
afpect of things at home and abroad was molt 
perplexing and threatening, hecompofed his mind 
by devout recolleftions of the divine fuperinten- 
dence ; and often ufed this manner of fpeaking, 
11 God knows beft how to govern his own world, 
*< and will order all things well." 

Like him, brethren, live with God, impreffed 
with his prefence, perfuaded ot his truths, depen- 
dent on his promifes, obfervant of his precepts, 
and rejoicing in his fupreme dominion* 

If charity be the prime of Chriftian graces, it 
was the itfoft prominent feature in the character 
of him whofe lofs we deplore* His charity was, 
truly Chriftian* He was eminently a phiianthro- 
pifh The man cannot be named who is more 
candid in judgement, or lefs fufpicious in temper; 
lefs 3pt to blame, or more prone to excufc, and 
to forgive. There was one excellence in which 
I think I may he confident he never was, and 
could not be, furpaffed. Among an aflemblage of 
virtues, it formed, perhaps, his moft difcriminative 
charaftcriflic* It was his moft ftrict obfervance 
of that apoftolical precept, Speak evil of no man *• 

He 
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He was never known to tranfgrefs it. And the 
obfervance of it, how difficult foever experience 
proves it to be, muft have been eafy to one whofe 
heart, as much as any man's, was a flranger to 
envy, and ill-will, and the whole train of malig- 
nant paffions. No abfent perfon was ever the ob- 
ject of his cenfure. He difcountenanced the back- 
biting tongue- He was the guardian of every 
man's character. As far as truth would permit, 
or charity could believe and hope, he was every 
man's apologift. He was accuftomed to interpret 
the conduct of thofe around him upon the moft 
generous principles. His differences in matters 
of confeience with the wife and good, did not, on 
the one hand, prejudice him againft their perfons, 
or their integrity, or blind him to their excellen- 
cies; nor, on the other, (hake his ftedfaftnefs to 
his own clear convictions. They only proved oc- 
cafions, and afforded fcope, for the exercife of his 
abundant charity. In reference to many fuch 
cafes of difference, be often remembered and often 
repeated the maxims of Paul, Let every man befullf 
perfuaded in his own mind. Who art thou thai jud^ 
eft another marts fe>vant? io his own mafler he f (and* 
etb or falletk Adhering with inflexible exactitude 
in his own practice to the dictates of a confeeince 
which was ever confuking the oracles of truth, 

be 
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he refpe&ed the rights of confcience in other 
men. Refufing to fubjetf: his own # to any but 
God, he never made it a rule for that of his neigh- 
bour. Hence, he could allow in others feveral 
things from which he abftained himfelf. He was 
too enlightened, indeed, to be fuperfticioufly fern- 
pulous. But ftill upon himfelf his fevereft reftric- 
tions were impofed, and ftill upon himfelf his 
fevereft cenfures fell ; while his candour and in- 
dulgence w f ere for other men : herein difplaying, 
if 1 do not greatly err, the true liberality of a 
confeientious Chriftian. But unfufpecttng and 
indulgent as he was, he had a keen difcernment of 
right and wrong : and fuch was the independence 
of his mind, his indignation at fin, his warm be- 
nevolence to men, and his happy art of conciliat- 
ing thofe whom he wiflied to amend, that he 
greatly excelled in fuccefsfully adminiftering that 
kind of private expottulation which prophets and 
apoftles have ranked among the bed expreflions of 
brotherly love. As he would not fuffer flander up- 
on his brother, fo he would not fuffer fin upon him # . 
The fame enlightened generality which repelled 
the former, reproved the latter. His manner 
fliowed that hid admonitions were the effufion of 
the mod amiable principle in the human heart, 

/ and 
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and thofe to whom they were adminiflered ever 
found them an excellent oil which did not break the 
bead *. And he was as ready to direft by his 
friendly advice thofe who fought his counfel rc- 
fpefting their fpiritual or temporal concerns: nor 
was he lefs difpofed to pour the balm of confola- 
tion into the forrowing heart. Be witnefs for 
him, all the brethren, if he was not ever active to 
aflift the fathcrlefs, the friendlefs and the poor, by 
exerting for them his iniluence, which his refpec- 
tability rendered great, or imparting to them of 
his fubftance, which was more than what always 
falls to the lot of thofe who minifter in facred 
things. 

Let the fame amiable and benign principle of 
Chriftian charity which was in him, be alfo in you. 
Manifeft its reign in your fouls by your candour 
of judgement ; by your benevolence of heart, and 
ardour of affection ; by your inoffenGvenefs in 
purpofe, fpeech and deed ; by your affability and 
gentlcnefs of manners ; by your genercus forbear- 
ance and forgivenefs ; and by your ftrcnuous en. 
deavours to promote the happinefs of yovv neigh- 
bour as far as you can command the means, or 
can influence the benevolence of other men, or 
can avail by your prayers with God, Let love be 

without 
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without dtftmulation. Let the charity of every one of 
you all toward each other abound. As we have oppor- 
tunity, let us do good to all men, efpecially unto them 
who are of the houjhold of faith. 

With charity to men, zeal for God was com- 
bined in the character of our departed father. 
His was an enlightened zeal. It was, therefore, 
temperate ; but fteady and flrong. Not originat- 
ing in felfifti principles or dark prejudices, it did 
not operate by malignant or mifchievous paflions. 
Fully perfuaded in his own mind that the religious 
affociation of which he was a member, approaches, 
upon the whole, more nearly than other Chrifti- 
an focieties around us, the pattern of the church 
divinely delineated in the New Teftament, he per- 
fevered, Jhdfafl unto the end, in our good profeflion: 
— a profeflion of which the fpirit and object may 
have been mifunderltood, but which is neither more 
nor lefs than a practical adherence to the explana- 
tory ftandards of the Church of Scotland, as a pro- 
per ground-work for progreflive reformation. But 
1 mud remind you, brethren, that his attachment 
to our profeflion refpected not any of our tenets 
and forms as party dillinctions, but as divine 
truths and inftitutions : for, as he was not one 
of thofe whofc charity to men is indifference to the 
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doctrines and ordinances of God, neither was he 
one of thofc whofe zeal for God is nothing but 
bigotry to their own opinions. He called good 
and evil, right and wrong, by their proper names, 
whether he obferved them among ourfelves or 
others. And I have heard' him fay that he thought 
it more his duty, and more for our profit, to re- 
probate, in his public miniftrations, what was a- 
miiV among ourfelves, than to dwell often and 
much and long upon the faults of other churchef. 
If he fometimes condemned what he deemed re- 
prehenfible in them (and we know that he could 
expofe error for our confirmation in the truth), 
the fame principle of zeal always prompted him 
to applaud every thing in them which he judged 
laudable. His fpirit was too catholic not to efteem 
other denominations of Chriftians, and the Chrif- 
tians who compofe them, exactly in proportion 
as candour could believe them defirous to hold 
the faith which was once delivered the faints, and to 
obferve whatever Chrifl hath commanded. He rejoic- 
ed to co operate for the interefts of religion with 
Chriftians of every name, as far as this involved, 
on his part, no dereliction of principle, and no 
approbation of what his confeience condemned. 
Hence, the lateft public inftitution among us fot 
religious purpofes, the Sabbath fchools as they are 
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conducted in this place, had his heartieft fupport. 
And this happy union of fuch multitudes of 
Cbriftians of various denominations, this grand 
confederacy of churches in diftant lands, this 
" general movement" in the proteftant world for 
evangelizing the heathen nations, much refrclh. 
cd the evening of his life. The wondrous ap. 
pearance feemed to him, while he contemplated 
this day of darknefi and gfominefi, of clouds and of 
thick darknefs, like a bright bow in our fky, be. 
tokening peace. 

Let me earneftly recommend to you, brethren, 
a careful remembrance and imitation of his zeal, 
v. Inch feemed 10 be much formed on the fcrip. 
tural model. For, it was equally dhfont from two 
extremes into the one or the other of which mul- 
titudes of Chriftians are prone to deviate. It was 
very remote, on the one hand, from that fiery ea- 
gerhefs in matters appertaining to religion, which 
is, for the moft part, nothing but paflion fighting 
tor prejudice, and which, even wllen its object is 
good u flffl ( he wralh efmn wbtcf) wr j f/A m t/)t 

nghtcoufneft of God: a zeal than which nothing 
can be more hurtful to the interefts of Chrifiianity, 
or abhorrent to its ipirit : a zeal which is the 
oflsprmg of perverfe ignorance, the murderer of 
genume charity, and the parent of contention, 
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confufion, and many an evil work. On the other 
hand, his zeal was not lefs remote from that in- 
difference of mind and lukewarmnefs of heart to 
the truths and inflitutions of Chrift which de- 
grades into infignificance and treats with neglect 
many things which he has fanctioned with the 
whole weight of his authority. In the fyftem of 
Chrifiianity all things are not indeed of equal im- 
portance : yet no divine dictate refpecling matters 
of faith or practice can be indifferent either in its 
obligation, or in its confequences ; but involves 
our duty, and our beft interefts. To dignify fome 
evangelical truths and inftitutions with the title 
of Effentials, which we muft preferve inviolate, 
and to herd the reft together as Circumftantials, 
which we may overlook at pleafure, or for the at- 
tainment of any fuppofed advantages, is to create 
a difiinction which is arbitrary, undefinable, and 
dangerous. It is, in effect, to controul the Legif. 
lator of the church, and to fay to his authority, 
Hitherto /halt thou come, and no farther. His man- 
date, and not our eftimate of the real or compara- 
tive importance of what he enjoins, is the rule and 
reafon of our duty. By him the doctrines, the 
Pofitive inftitutions, and the morality of Chrifti- 
an 'ty are combined into one regular, confiftent 
>od inviolable whole, and committed to our fide. 
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lity. Whatever he has confided to us, we muft 
retain and defend. Whatever he has ordained, 
we muft obferve. What he has conjoined, we 
muft not put afunder* Every individual muft en- 
deavour to afcertain for himfelf, what the Lord 
his God requires of him : and, being fully per- 
fuaded in his own mind, he muft continue walking in 
all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord bkm* 
lefs. Reverencing the weightier matters of the Amy 
he muft not lightly efteem any of its contents. For 
wbofoever fhall keep the whole law, and yet offend 
(wilfully and habitually) in one point, is guilty cf 
all. He that is faithful in that which is ieail, 0 
faithful alfo in much : and he that is unjuft m tht 
leafU is unjuft alfo in much. Wbofoever therefore fist 
(knowingly and obftinately) break one of tktfi 1*4 
fommatidmenU, and fhall teach mm jo, fhall be caU 
the leaft in the kingdom of heaven * While each of 
us, therefore, ftill open to conviction endeavour* 
to make progrefs in underftaitding what the will 4 
the Lord is, let him, as far as his mind is prefer 
ly illuminated, and his faith affured, be zealot 
of the doctrine of God's holy word, zealous of 
Chrift's pofitive enactments, zealous of good works: 
meekly yet immoveably, calmly yet warmly, bold- 
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ty yet inoffenfively attached to whatever is true, 
and right, atid good, 

I fib not need to tell you, brethren, that in 
his minifterial labours our departed father was 
very abundant. Look abroad among ail the 
churches, you will not find a man whofe conflan t 
official fer vices are as numerous and arduous as 
his were in his more vigorous days. An enumer- 
ation of particulars w T ould evince the truth of an 
affertion which may indeed appear bold to thofc 
who knew him not, but which we can make with 
confidence. Nor can this be any reproach to 
tfrofe who minifter in facred things : for as few 
are endowed with his powers and promptitude of 
mind, fewer flill poffefs bodily ftrength equal to 
exertions like his. Even his own robuft conftitu* 
tion funk under them. They overpowered it with 
a growing load of infirmities. If fuch extraordi- 
nary exertions may feem more than was requifite, 
they manifeft, however, an heart fupremely intent 
on duty. In his public diicourfes he handled a 
great variety of fubjects: and his choice of them 
was often determined by important occurrences 
in the congregation, in the church at.large, or in 
the world. In very few words he could exhibit 
the fpirit and force of a confiderable portion of 
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fcripture : and in framing his practical deductions, 
which were always natural, and often new, he 
was much affitted by his extenfive knowledge of 
men and things. He greatly excelled in " incul- 
" eating moral duties on gofpel principles/ —in 
fhowing the dependence of the morality of our 
religion on its myfteries, and the influence of its 
doctrines on practice. Often in his public appear- 
ances, he might be compared to a man who in 
fearching for hidden treafure, had (truck upon an 
inexhauftible vein, and had dug deep, and was 
throwing out maffes of rich ore, of which the fu- 
perficial polifh was lefs regarded than the weight 
and the worth. His was an active miniitry, fpent 
in unremitted exertions among his people. He 
could never be prevailed on, though he had been 
often importuned, to publifli difcourfes to the 
world. But he was not, on that account, the let 
ufeful in his day, or the lefs eminent. And be is 
not to be lefs honoured now by us than many of 
thofe whofe excellent works furvive them. Thus, 
to ftate a comparifon among infpired minified 
whofe memory is blefled in the church, lfaiah's 
glorious oratory, fo confpicuous in the Bookoi 
God, does not exalt him to a higher rank among 
prophets than the illuflrious Tifhbite, of whofe 
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writings nothing has been preferved but one fhort 
epiftlc*. 

And, now, brethren, having had fo great an 
example among us of activity ufefully exerted in 
its proper fphere, we defire that every one of you 
do fliew the fame attention to the duties of his 
calling, whatever it may be. Be ye diligent in bufu 
nefs, fervent in fpirit,ferving the Lord. Memorable 
is that injunction of the fcripture, In his calling let 
every wan abide with God. For it is only by abid- 
ing and moving in his proper fphere, and pafling 
on with punctuality and ardour through the 
whole circuit of its duties, that any man glorifies 
God by fubmiflion to his providence and his pre- 
cepts, becomes a blefling to fociety in all his pri- 
vate or public connexions with it, and exemplifies 
and extends the falutary influence of our holy re* 
ligion. 

He of whofe ufeful and honourable a&ivity 
we have been witnefles, was fo very difinterefted 
as to have been through life above all fufpicion of 
a contrary difpofition. In taking his laft farewell 
of his congregation, he might have faid, and eve- 
ry man's heart would have attefted the truth, " / 
"fought not yours but you" And as he coveted 
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not gain, neither did he labour for applaufe ; His 
mind was too good, and it was too great, to have 
this for its object. He always had your approba- 
tion in a high degree. He was well entitled la 
it ; and he valued it : but he preferred the appro- 
bation of confciencc and of God, And fo denied 
was he to his labours, that he never thought he 
could do enough for Chrift, and for you. Though 
he knew that his early exertions had embittered 
his declining age, he did not regret them. And 
though he could not be ignorant that they exceed- 
ed thofe of other men, he never fpoke of them 
with felf-complacency : and indeed, which was the 
beft proof his humility, feldom mentioned them 
at all. 

So likewife ye, when ye Jhall have done all tlx 
things which are commanded you, fay, We are unpro 
f table Jervants: we have done that which was our 
duty to do *. 

Recollect how he demeaned himfelf in the 
ordinary affairs of life. He was not a man of re- 
clufe habits. He mingled with fociety. He knew 
the world : and his intereotirfe with men exhibit- 
ed an example of the wifdtDtn of the ferpent in 
union with the harmleffnds of the dove. His 
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heart was fo fincere and warm, his afpeel was fo 
benign, and hts manner fo open and courteous, 
that thofe with whom he converfed could not but 
feel themfelves in the prefence of a friend, and fol- 
low him with their attachments. And there was 
about him fuch an air of dignity, as ever fecured 
to him due refpect, and filenced before him the 
impertinence of Vice. In a degree not common, 
he poffeffed the happy talent ,of becoming all things 
to all men ; and of adapting himfelf with prompti- 
tude and propriety to every temper, and to every 
combination of circumftances : ftill, however, ap« 
pearing like himfelf, and preferring the confiften- 
cy, the dignity, and fenctity of his character- 
Such was his command of mind that the utmoft 
chearfulnefs of focial intercourfe in which he ever 
indulged did not for a moment difqualify him for 
the moft ferious exert iies ; and thefe, again, feldom 
mdifpofed him for any innocent enjoyment. His 
convention, undebafed with the levity of folly, 
or the gloom of ibperftiuon, with the contracted- 
nefs of bigotry, or the extravagance of enthufiafm, 
was calculated to render religion amiable and re- 
fpeclable. 

In like manner, brethren, denying ungodlimfs 
&nd worldly lujlsy live fobcrly> righteoujly and godly> 
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in this prefent world; adorning the doclrine of Cod 
our Saviour in all things* 

He had all along no fmall meafure of thofe 
troubles which are common to men. Of late, his 
afflictions came faft and heavy upon him* His 
family was broken with breach upon breach. His bo- 
dily infirmities and pains increafed greatly in 
number and degree. But he was never heard to 
murmur again ft his God. In the laft epiftle which 
he ever wrote, and which was espreffive of the 
lender intereft which he took in you and in me, 
he fays concerning that diftrefc which he felt 
growing upon him, and which in a few hours he 
was to feel no more, " What the iffue will be God 
** knows, and to his wife determination I wifli to 
M fubmit," Amidft all his fufFerings he was 
chearful to the end, and active in his public duty: 
a proof that he experienced at once the confola- 
tions of religion, and its power* He wiflied to 
be found occupying his proper itation, and em- 
ployed in his proper work, at his Lord's coming. 
If, in his latter years there was any abatement of 
that force and fplendour which diftinguiflied his 
earlier miniftrations, the light of the evening was, 
notwithftanding, as fteady and ufeful as that of 
the noon-day. In preaching laft Sabbath but one, 
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on thofe memorable words in the Gofpel accord- 
ing to John, the feventh chapter, and the thirty, 
feventh verfe, In the la/i day, that grtat day of the 

fah Jif ui fl ood and cried > f a ? in & y any man ibir P* 

ktbim come unto me, and drink ; there was in 

that difcburfe which terminated his minifterial 
labours fuch an evangelical radiance, fervour and 
power, as revived in many of the older members 
of the congregation the impreffions of his more 
ancient manner. Thus he held on in the paths of 
righteoufnefs, diffufing around him the benefits of 
his miniftry to the clofe of his life. He was not 
like the unfubftantiai meteor, which, while it is in 
its progrefs, is extingui(hed in mid-fky, and then 
paffes on in darknefs, till it drops upon the earth 
an unfightly dreg; but like the fun in the firma- 
ment, who ftiines till he finks beneath the horizon. 

During the laft years of his life, he had often 
fpoken of his diflolution as not remote; and for 
feveral weeks before it happened, he feemed 
to have ftrong and fixed prcfentiments of its 
fpeedy approach. Thefe he had expreffed on vari- 
ous occafions : and particularly, after he had de- 
livered his laft difcourfe ; and on the laft day 
which he fpent in this place \ and ftill more re- 
markably on the laft evening of his life. It was 
H 
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the laft of the week. He palled it with all his uf. 
oal chearfulnefs, and with more than ufuai ex. 
prelfions of tendernefs for his friends who were 
then about him. In the duties of private devu- 
tion as well as in convention, there appeared un. 
common indications that his mind was greatly 
impreffed with the thoughts of death and eternity. 
The laft exercife in which he was known to be 
engaged was preparation for preaching on the 
morrow. For it had been his invariable cuflom 
to embrace an opportunity, wherever the Lord's 
day found him, of publicly flxowing to men the 
way of falvation. But, brethren, he had ano- 
ther appointment for laft Lord's Day. Retiring 
to reft, that nature might be refreflied for the of- 
fices of religion, he arofe no more. He left this 
world obvioufly without ftruggle ; moft probably 
without fenfation of fullering; and, perhaps, 
without awakening out of his fleep till his foul hid 
fprung for ever from corruption into glory. Happy, 
happy exchange! to quit that difeafed, aching 
body, and this tempeiluous world, few the perfed 
joys and untroubled fplendours of Immanuel's 
land ! Happier was it to be with Chrift that day, 
and to mingle with the faints and angels around 
his throne, than to be preaching him to finners, 
or praifing him here below in the congregations. 

Our 
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Our departed father was a man fo eminent for 
his entire acquiefcence in the divine appointments 
that there was nothing for which he manifefted 
any intemperance of defire. He had greatly at- 
tained what he was wont to recommend to others 
'< the having no will but God's." There were, 
however, a few things for which he was accuftom- 
cd to exprefi an earned though fubmiffive wifli. 
Often he wifhed that, if it were the will of Gad] 
he might not furvive his ufefulnefs. And God 
granted him the defire of his heart. Often he 
wifhed that, if it were the will of God, he might 
«ot have a lingering death, but a fpeedy tranfla- 
tion * And God granted him the defire of his 
heart. Often he wiflied to fee his beloved congre- 
gation in peace and profperity. And God granted 
J™ the defire of his heart His philanthropy 
¥ied fur the reftoration of tranquillity to the af- 
fcfcd nations ; his patriotifm for the union and 
lf ety of his country ; and his piety for the univcr- 
» Wenfion of the kingdom of Chrift. And may 
G <>d grant thofe defircs of his heart. 

To be fpeaking thus of that long known and 
W venerated perfon as one whom we are to fee 
, ° *°re, t 0 USj my brethrcn> a theme an(J 

* Ve indecd - Yet there is every thing confo- 

Iatory 
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latory which the cafe can admit. He had fpent 
his days in honourable and ufeful aftivity, and it 
was fit that he fhould enter into his reft. He had 
lived long enough for himfelf, and was ready for 
his departure. We have feen his end ; and it was 
peace. And we believe that he has now in poflct 
fion all that we have in promife, and in profped. 

As for me, brethren, it is not expedient, doubt- 
lefs, for me to make myfelt the fubject of dif. 
courfe here before you. You have witnefied for 
many years a collegiate connection, than which, 
perhaps, there was never one more comfortable. 
Indeed, there could not be. But 1 will not nof 
fpeak of that happy union, or of this heart-rend- 
ing feparation. Standing, however, for the 64 
time in this new and interefting fituation, ui 
having fpoken to you concerning the venerated 
dead j let me only intreat for myfclf, my 
thrcn •, that I may ftill experience your ufual great 
indulgence:— and efpecially let me intreat tint 
you will prefent your prayers to God on myk" 
half as well as your, own, that when fuch a gf° 
deduction is made from the knowledge, wild** 
and experience of the miniftry among you, * 
when fuch an additional charge devolves oMjj 
I may receive a more abundant fupply of the ff* 
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of his grace ; that the God who was him whom 
we have loft maybe with us ftiil; and that his 
work may profper in this his fanctuary, as m the 
dayS of his departed fervant. ^Mfl£ 
ElLashehad been with Elijah, and with jo- 
ftua as he had been with Mofes, if he who gave 
theincreafe to Apollos who entered into the la- 
bours of another, as well as to Paul the founder 
of churches, fhall command the blefling upon us, 
our laft things may be greater and better than Ac 

firft. He who parted the waters of Jordan at the 
ftroke of Elijah's mantle, he who f™**± 
Seaattheltretchingout of the rod of Mofes, can 
ftill effect the mightieft works by the meaneft m. 
flrumcnts. For not h might or power of man, but 
bvt he Spirit oftheLord, the church is built E- 
Vijah is not, Elifha is not ; where is Paul who plant, 
ed, and where is Apollos who watered? yet the 
church furvives and flourifhes ; the lame gracious 
defigns are promoted in it, and the fame bleffings 
ofLtion difpcnfed;becanfeits Godrema,ns 
the fame, in might and in mercy, throughout all 
generations. 

Om prefent lofs, brethren, gives to you and to 
rac a loud call, and a great occafion to refort to that 
high throne from which comes our help. Ibe 
6 departure 
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departure of Elijah, as we have fcen, roufed E- 
liflia to enquire after the Lord God of the holy P r<h 
fhetu And long afterwards, when the church 
loftthe fecond Elias, that burning and jhining light, 
that faithful reprover of kings, his difciples came, and 
took up the body, and buriedif, and went and Uldjefts*. 
It was wifely done. It was well for them that the 
death of that eminent minifler of the church 
brought them to Jefus, its living head. Jefus flill 
lives, brethren; and is ftiH acceffible to us. In 
themidft of Zion, he is the Counfellor and the 
King and the Prieft for ever. -On him cometh the 
care of all the churches. He flandeih and jeedeth 
in theflrength of the Lord, in the majefiy of the name 
of the Lord his God. Let us f ec k unto him and 
unto him let us commit our caufe. 

Let me remind you that your gratitude to the 
Head of the church for his gifts muft not end with 
the poffeffion of them. Blefs him for having 
given what he has taken away; and join thankf. 
giving with your grief. We have loft much, and 
what we had long enjoyed : and we have caufe to 
mourn. But what ihall we render unto the Lord 
for having lent us fo rich a treafure for fuch a 
length of years ? 

Yodr 

* Matth.siv. 12. 
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Your honoured and faithful Pallor has now 
given an account of his miniftry to him from 
whom he received it. Remember, brethren, that 
you muft give an account of that miniftry too. 
His work is terminated; your opportunities 
are not. You fee that the prophets do not live for 
ever ; bethink yourfelves that they among whom 
they have laboured are faft haftening after them to 
the land of deep forgetfulnefs. Think, oh think! bre- 
thren, of how little avail it were now to him who 
has left us to have gained whatever the world can 
give of profit or of honour, had he not been faith- 
ful to God, and mindful of his own falvation ! to 
have preached the gofpel, had he not believed it! 
And what will it avail you to hear it, if you reject 
it; to underftand its doftrines, if you do not im- 
bibe its fpirit ; to exhibit a form of godlinefs, if 
you do not experience its power j and to make a 
good profeflion, if you do not adorn it with an 
holy life? Know, therefore, in this your day, the 
things which belong to your peace. Seize the paffing 
opportunities. While you live, live to God. While 
time rolls on in refiftlefs and uninterrupted career, 
prepare for that awful and endlefs futurity towards 
which it impels you. 
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In the midft of this fluctuating, tranfitory, and 
affli&ive fcene of things which furrounds us, white 
generation after generation paffcs away, while 
paftors and their flocks are fwept from the earth 
in quick fucceffion, while year after year bereaves 
us of . feme of our deareft comforts, while we our- 
felves are fleeting and periflublc as the frail and 

fugitive objects of which wc deplore the lofs, 

how reviving is it, when the anxious mind and 
heart fearch th& univerfc for fomething whereoB 
to reft, to refled that what is mod glorious there 
is the mod remote from change, that the mod 
excellent of beings is abfolutely immutable, 
and that the bed of his benefits are the moft 
enduring! Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and 
look upon the earth beneath ; the heavens Jhall v* 
rtijb away like fmoke, and the earth Jhall wax old 
like a garment : but my falvation, faith God, Jhall 
be for ever, and my righteoufnefs Jhall not beaboli/hed; 
my kindnejs Jhall not depart from thee, neither Jhall tbt 
"covenant of my peace be removed. 

Chuse, then, that better part which {hall not 
l)e taken away. Acquaint yourfelves now with God* 
Make him your truft. Make him your hiding- 
place; Make him your hope, and your chief joy. 

Prefer 
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Prefer him before your higheft temporal comforts. 
Habituate yourfelves to confider them as the e- 
manations of his goodnefs. Thus (hall you enjoy 
hifo in them while they remain; you (hall be 
prepared to reflgn them at his call ; and, when 
they are gone, you (hall find your refources un* 
diminifhed, and your griefs affuaged by ftrong 
confolations. Poffefling him you (hall have all 
and abound. You may lofe your beft conneftions 
upon earth, but you (hall not be friendlefs ; your 
wealth, but you (hall not be poor ; your enjoy- 
ments, but you (hall not be miferable. And when 
at laft, you yourfelves (hall be fummoned hence ; 
when, having finiftied your wanderings in the 
wildernefs, you (hall defcend into the fwcllings of 
Jordan, you (hall pafs on in fafety under the con- 
duel of your God, and (hall lift up your feet with 
joy upon the fhores of the heavenly Canaan. Thy 
people Jhall pafs over, 0 Lord; the people Jhall pafs 
over whom tfau ha 1 } pur chafed. Thou Jhalt bring 
them in and plant them m the mountain cf thine in- 
heritance; in the place, 0 Lord, which thou haft 
node for thee to dwell in ; in the faniluary, 0 Lord, 
vhicb thy hands have eftablifhcd. There, ye faints 
of God, (hall ye find better comforts than thofe 
which ye enjoyed, and which ye loft or left in this 
Uud of your pilgrimage. In the prefence, and 
I around 
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around the throne of The Ever lofting Father f (hall 
ye behold ail the excellent perfons who ever a* 
domed the church on earth, the patriarchs, the 
prophets, the apoftles, the faints and martyrs of 
Jefus ; thofe departed brethren with whom ye 
have taken fweet couofel, and thofe faithful ml 
nifters who have finifoed the work which was given 
them to do. There EliOia has found his Elijah. 
There Abraham is aflbciated with all bis fons. 
There dwells the Redeemer in the midfl of all his 
redeemed, arriving in their appointed times to 
complete the congregation of the heavens. 1 here 
the general aflembly of juft men and angels, with 
Jefus Chrift enthroned and prefident among them 
in his peerlefs majefty, is eternally convened. 
There no voice fhall ever be heard like that, 

" Where is the Lord God of Elijah V % for he 

fhall appear to their joy. The Lord God Jhall be their 
everlafting light, and their God their glory. And the 
Lamb which is in the midft of the throne Jhall fid 
them, and Jhall lead than, unto living fountains cj 
waters ; and the days of their mourning pall be 
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MINUTE of the COMMITTEE fir 
dtreaing SABBATH SCHOOLS. 



Paijley, Laigh Church SeJf,on-hwft t 9th July 1798. 

The Committee unanimoufly pat 
fed a Vote of Thanks to the Rev. Mr. 
Ferrier for the very excellent and fuit- 
able Difcourfe preached on Sabbath e- 
vening the ift inftant, for the benefit of 
the Sabbath School Society. — -And as 
the Committee underftand that Mr. Fer- 
rier is about to publifli a Sermon preach- 
cd on occafion of Mr. Alice's death, they 
agreed to requeft him to publifli alio 
the above Difcourfe, with an Appendix 
giving fomc account of the progrefc 
and ftate of the Society. 



W. M'GAVIN, Sec 
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PSAL. LXXVIII. 5. 
FOR HE ESTABLISHED A TEST I MO NT IN JACOB, AND 
APPOINTED A LAW IN ISRAEL, WHICH HE COM* 
MANDED OUR FATHERS THAT THEY SHOULD 
MAKE THEM KNOWN TO THEIR CHILDREN. 

E TThIS Pfilm, as we learn from its title, was 
written by Afaph; a Lcvite, a chief mufician in 
the days of David, and a man endued with the 
fpirit of infpiration. He begins his fong with 
a grateful commemoration of the high advantages 
which he and his contemporaries de-ived from 
the religious inltrucUon which had been import- 
ed to them by their predeceffors : Give ear. 0 

my people : I will open my mouth tn a parabU : 1% 1 
utter darkfayings of old (ancient myfteries which 
have employed the refearch and the traditionary 
care of all pad ages) : layings which we have heard 
and known, and our fathers have told us. He then 
excites his brethren of Ifrael to imitate, along with 

*4 him, 
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him, the zeal of their pious anceflors to tranfmit 
the knowledge of divine things to fucceeding ge- 
nerations, and diftant times :■ what our fa- 
thers have told us, we will not hide from their 
children, Jhewing to the generation to come the praifes 
6/ the Lord, and hh Strength, and his wonderful 
•works. The text defcribes the principal fubjeft 
propofed for tranfmiffion, and recognifes the o- 

bligation to tranfmit it : God eftabtiflxd a tef- 

timony in Jacob, and appointed a law in I/rael, which 
he commanded our fathers to make known to their 
children. What is the benefit to be tranfmitted 
from race to race ? A teftimony divinely eftablijhed 
in Jacob, and a law divinely appointed in I/rael, What 
creates the obligation to the tranfmiffion ©f it ? 
The peremptory requifition of Ifrael's Supreme 
Lawgiver and Benefactor. He who eftablijhed the 
teflimonj in Jacob, and appointed the law in Ifrael, 
commanded our fathers to make them known to their 
children. 

The text thus divides itfelf into two parts. 
The firft exprefles Ifrael's privilege: the fecond, 
Ifrael's correfpondent duty. 

I. Observe Ifrael's privilege. Among them 
God had eflahlijhed a tefli mt n h and appointed a law. 

The 



SERMON H. 



75 



The fame fubjeft is here called A Teflimony, and 
A Law :—A Teftimony, becaufc it was an au- 
thentic notification of God's will : and—vtf Law, 
becaufe it contained an authoritative prcfcription of 
man's duty. 

He eftahlijhed in Jacob A T ftimony. The whole 
of Revelation is God's Teftimony, in which faets, 
do&rines, precepts, promifes, and threatcnings are 
by his infallible veracity propounded to the faith 
of men. Here, the Pfalmift contemplates this Tef- 
timony as it was eftablijhed in Jacob, Or incorporat- 
ed into God's Covenant of Peculiarity with his 
ancient people. This Covenant was firft made with 
Abraham ; it was renewed with Ifaac } afterwards, 
it was confirmed to Jacob; and finally, with the 
moft awful and glorious formalities of Heaven, it 
was ratified with the twelve tribes of Ifrael ftand- 
ing in holy convocation before God at the foot of 
Sinai. It fecured to them many important fecular 
advantages ; but it likewife exhibited and convey- 
ed to them thofe better things which appertain to 
falvation. 

God alfo appointed in Ifrael— A Law. They 
pofleffed three fyftems of Laws, all immediately 
dictated by God. They had a perfect fummary 
of the Moral Law, the eternal rule of righteouf. 
»efs. They had the Ceremonial Law : a religious 

fyftem 
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fyftem of fymbolical objeas and obfervances \ & 
jhadow of good things to come in the evangelical and 
celeftial ftates of the church j one grand hierogly- 
phic of the facred and fublime, the ancient and 
immutable myfteries of the only true religion. 
And they had the Judicial Law, a civil code pecu- 
liar to themfelves, and admirably adapted to their 
circumftances, as a political body under the Angu- 
lar form of a theocratic government. 

Such was the nature and the comprehenfion of 
Ifrael's privilege a privilege which made If- 
rael great indeed, a people near to God, and high 
in honour above all other nations. What advan- 
tage hath the Jew ? fays Paul, or what profit is there 
of circumciftonf Much every way: chiefly, becaufe 
that unto them were committed the oracles of God* To 
sjfbem pertained the adoption, and the glory, and the co* 
m venants, and the giving of the taw, and the fervice 
1 of God, and the promifes. For God eftablijhed a tef 
iimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Ifrael *. 

II. Observe in the teit, Ifraers duty. Every 
privilege beftowed upon men by the Supreme 
Governour, involves an obligation to correfpon- 
dent duty. - That which was impofed on Ifrael as 
a people enjoying God's tejiimony and law was ex- 
actly analogous to their grand hereditary preroga- 
tive. 

* Deut. iv. 7, 8, Rom. iii. i« 2. ix* 4- 
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tive. Of the men of each fucceffive generation it 
was required that, while they availed themfclves 
to the utmoft of the privileges which they had in 
poffelfion, they fiiould tranfmir them to their de- 
fendants as they had received them from their 
progenitors, tie commanded our fathers that they 

jhouldmake them known to their children : a -duty 

of which the prefcription was moft worthy of the 
goodnefs and wifdom of that God whofe mercy is 
upon his people from generation to generation : 
a duty congenial to the moft generous feel- 
ings and principles of the human heart, which 
prompt men to provide for the good of pofterity: 
* — a duty which is itfelf a moft felicitating pri- 
vilege for, what greater privilege can a good 
man defirc than the power of leaving for an in- 
heritance to his children's children the oracles and 
the ordinances of God ? 

He commanded our fathers to make them known to 
their children. Never was any command of Hea- 
ven more clearly promulgated, more peremptori- 
ly fanftioned, more earneftly and frequently in- 
culcated, or more varioufly enforced. Various 
alfo were the methods which were ordained and 
employed for facilitating its execution, and en- 
facing its efledh 

K As 
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As the two tables of (lone on which the ten 
commandments were infer ibed by the finger of 
God, had, by divine appointment, -the high and 
peculiar honour to be placed for perpetual prefer- 
vation under the mercy-feat, and within the ark 
of the covenant * ; the original ^opy of the whole 
law, the genuine manufcript of Mofes, was, in 
obedience to the fame authority, depofited on the 
out fide of the ark for occafional and folemn con- 
futation f. From that venerable original, which 
ttas to be feen from age to age, copies were or. 
dered to be tranfcribed : and they were multiple 
ed, and ^Jifperfed throughout Ifrael, fo that every 
man might fearch the fcripiures for himfelf, and 
learn what the Lord his God required of him J. 

But ftill more effectually to preferve and ex* 
tend the knowledge of facred things, all the fons 
of a whole tribe of Ifrael were formed into a dit 
tinft order, and confecrated by God to the cek* 
bration of the ordinances of worfliip, to the ftudy 
of the law, and the inftruction of the people. 

Hencej 

* Exod. xxv^ 21, xl. to. Deut, x. 2. I Kings vin.# 
t Deut xx*i. 24—26. % Deut. xir. 18. Jofli. f«i 
Deut, \l 9. Pr. i, 2. Luke x. 26. Matth. xl 3" 
xix. 4, Pfai. xxi* 16,42, ixii. 31. Johnr. 39. 
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Hence, of the children of Levi Mofes faid in Ms 
valedictory addrefs to that great aflembly which 
he was not to introduce into Canaan, They /hall 
teach Jacob thy judgements, and Ifrael thy law : they 
fiall put ineetfe before thee, and whole-burnt facrifice 
upon thine altar *. Individually and collectively, 
in public and in private, they were to inculcate 
the doctrines and duties of religion. The priej/s 
lips Jhould keep knowledge^ fays Malachi, and they 
jbould feek the law at his mouth : for he is ihe mejfen* 
&er of the Lord of ho/Is f. 

But while the care of in ft ruction was princi- 
pally committed, it was not confined, to the fa- 
cred order. From among all the tribes indifcri- 
minately, men of wifdom and experience, elders 
and fcribes, fometimes princes, and often infpired 
teachers, appeared as the luminaries of Ifrael. 
Knowledge was propagated, not merelv by folitary 
individuals however refpeftable and affiduous, but 
by the more difFufive and perpetuated labours of or* 
ganized and permanent eftabliflimcnts. 

Throughout the land there were Synagogues, or 
houfes for worfliip and facred inftru&ion, in which 
the bcok of the law was religioufly kept, and, from 
week to week, read and expounded. Hence, the apo- 

ftle 

* Deut. xxxrj, 10, f Mai, ii, 7. 
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ftle James obfcrved in his difcourfe at the fynod of 
Jerufaleai} Mofes hath from old time in every thy 
them that preach him, being read in the fynag^m 
every Sabbath-day *. And in all the countries of 
their difperfion, the Jews anciently had, as they 
ftill have, fuch places of public concourfe for ik 
reading of the law and the prophets f , 

Again ; in various parts of Canaan were the 
Schools of the Prophets j femjnaries which feem to 
have fuhfifted from the days of Samuel to chafe 
of Gamaliel, and in which the youth of Jfrael im- 
bibed, and became qualified to impart, the know- 
ledge of facred things. It was at the feet of the 
wife Gamaliel, that Saul of Tarfus was taught *. 
ending to the per/eft manner of the law of the jathm, 
and acquired that deep infight into the da>k Jajinp 
of old, which, under the guidance of the Spirit of 
Gad, he afterwards fp liiccefsfully employed in 
confoundingthe prejudicesof the Jews, in unfolding 
the myflery of Chri/i, and in promoting the caufe of 
Chriltianity, 

Farther; at Jerufaiem fat the Sanhedrim, ik 
gre*t council of the nation, compofed of feyenty- 
three of the mod honourable elders ; the court of 
ha refort, definitively interpreting the law, fld 

* Pfal kxiv. 8 A£b xv, 21. } m* xui r 4j t $i 2;. 
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authoritatively enforcing the exepytfon of it. 
Thefe were they concerning whom Jefw fpak? 
to the multitude^ and to bit fifoplth f a P n g> 
feribes and pbarifees ft in Mofes' feat : all, there* 
fore, whatfoever thy bid you obferve r that obferve 
and da 

There was another initiation fqr diffemhwt- 
ing the knowledge of divine things, whjph the 
whole body of public inftruclors and facred rulers 
were charged to carry into effect, and which is 
highly worthy of remark. It was an inftitution 
of * Angular kind- Every feventh year* at 
one qf the three grc^t annual feftivals, the whole 
law was to be deliberately and diflin&ly read, by 
the priefts ^nd elders, in the audience of all the 
affembled multitudes of Jfrael. Mofes wrote the 
law, and delivered it unto the prie$i the fins of Levi, 
and unto alt the elders of Ijrael, and commanded them y 
faying, At the end of every feven years, in the filem* 
nity of the year of releafe, in the feaji of tabernacles, 
when all I/rael is come to appear before the Lord thy 
God in the place which he Jhall chufe, thou (halt read 
this law before all IfraeL Gather the people together ; 
men, and women, and children, and thy granger that 
is within thy gates, that ibey may hcar Y and that they 

may 



* Matth. xxiii. 1—3. 
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may fearn : and that their children which have not 
known any thing may bear, and learn to fear the Lord 
your God*, What could be more folemn and 
Impreflive than this feptennial promulgation of 
the law ? what could have been more wifely or- 
dained ? It was a public and perpetual memorial, 
a demonftrative proof from age to age, that no 
impofture had been practifed in the original efla- 
blifliment of the law in Ifrael ; it fecured it again ft 
corruption: and, while it ferved to re-imprefs it 
upon the minds and hearts of the aged, it was 
admirably calculated to render it an object of at- 
tention, reverence and inquiry to the young. 

But the priefts > the Levites, the elders, and 
other men of eminent wifdom and learning, were 
not the only inftrudtors in Ifrael Remember, faid 
Mofes in his laft fong, remember the days of old, con* 
fder the yean of many generations : aft thy % fdther> 
and he will fliew thee ; thy elders, and they will tell 
tke}. Not only the eiders of every tribe, but 
the fathers of every family in Ifrael, muft be apt to 
teach ; — Aft thy father, and he will tell thee. To 
every father Mofes addreffed this folemn charge : 

Thefe words which I command thee this day, jhall 

b* 

* Deut, xxxi. <?^i 3» Dent, xszil 7. 
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he in thine heart ; and thou ftalt teach them diligently 
unto thy children. The fathers were to excite, affitt 
and fatisfy the inquiries of their children refped- 
ing the meaning of every religious doctrine and 
rite. And to aid the parents in communicating 
inftru£Hon, the law itfelf fupplied them with formal 
anfwers and explanations upon the moft important 
points which could be fuppofed to attra£t the at- 
tention, and awaken the curiofity of thofe whofe 
reafon was beginning to inveftigate and to com- 
pare. What, for inftance, could be more {hiking 
to the rifmg youth of Ifrael than the annual re- 
currence of the folemnities of the paffover, when 
the lamb for the family repalt was eaten, in the 
place chofen by God, with a fcrupulous prepara- 
tion and an awful folemnity obferved at no other 
time? What could be more natural than their 
inquiries into the origin and defign of that inftitu- 
tion? The inquiries were anticipated, and the an- 
fwer provided. And in Jhall come to pafs, when 
your children Jhall fay unto you f What mean ye by this 
fervice ? that ye Jhall fay, it is the facriftce (comme- 
morative) of the Lord*s paffover, who paffed over the 
houfes of the children of Ifrael in Egypt, when he 
fmote the Egyptians, and delivered our houfes *. To 

the 
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the young inquifittve Israelite few things wefe 
likely to prove more' interefting than the rite of 
redeeming the firit^borft by the futbflitutlon of a 
facfifice. Upofc this fubjett too the patents wefe 
prepared to reply. All the firftbom among thy 
children, faid the lawgiver, fhalt thou redeem. And 
it Jkail be when thy fan afketh thee in time to come, 
faying^ What is this ! that thou Jhalt fay unto him^ By 
ftrength of hand the Lord brought us from the houfc 
of bondage ; and when Pharaoh would hatdly let us 
go, the Lord flew all the frft-born in the land of E- 
gypt 9 therefore all the frft-born of my children I re- 
deem \ And, brethren, I cannot but confider the 
whole Book of Proverbs as a kind of manual id- 
tended to furnifh a model and materials for pa- 
rental inftruftion in moral and religious fubjecta 
Solomon himfclf informs us that one great object 
of that facred collection is to give to the young man 
knowledge and diferetion\: and you may have ob- 
ferved that its maxims are often exprefled in the 
ftyle of the leffons of a pious father or mother to 

a beloved child : My fon, hear the trftrudion of 

thy father, and forfaits not the law of thy mother. My 
font if fumers entke thee, confeni thou not : my fen, 
walk not in the way with them. Hear, ye children, 

the 

* Exod. xiii. 14, 15. + Prov. i. 4* 
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the mftruElion of a father \ for I give you good doc- 
trine ; forfake ye not my law *. ' 

But the province of teaching was extended 
yet farther than to public characters, and to every 
father and mother in IfraeU Every individual 
who had been himfelf reiigioufly educated, and 
who had attained mature age, was fuppofed com- 
petent to inftruct thofe who were children in years, 
or in undemanding. To be a teacher of the firft 
principles of the oracles of God was what every 
Ifraelite claimed as his privilege, while he felt it 
til duty. Behold, fays Paul, thou art called a Jew, 
and maieft thy boafl of God, and knowefi his will, 
and approveft the things that are more excellent, being 
intruded out of the law ; and art confident that thou 
thfclf art a guide of the blind, a light of them who 
are in darknefs, an inftrudor of the fooli$, a teacher 
of babes *. 

It appears then that the communicating of re- 
ligious knowledge was an employment from which 
none of the members of the Jewifh church were 
exempted, in whicluhey all gloried, and in which 
every good and enlightened Ifraelite was, in his 
L own 

1 Prov. L 8, io, 15. iv. 1, 2, fRoiru ii. 17.— 23 
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place, and to his u tin oft power, confcientioufly 
occupied* 

We have now endeavoured to ill uft rate the 
words before us in their primary application. They 
were written, however, not for the fake of thole 
only to whom they were originally addreffcd, but 
for ours alfo. 

It were vain for me, in the audience of this 
aflembly, to fpend time in proving that the anci- 
ent Jewifh church and the Chriftian are but one 
true and permanent church under a varied difpen- 
fation, and that our religion and the Mofaical, 
difiimilar as they are incircumftances, are the fame 
in effence. You know thefe things, and are efh- 
blifhed in the important truth. Now, as we in- 
herit all Ifraers fpiritual privileges with much im- 
provement, we muft undoubtedly be obligated, 
in an equal or a greater degree, to the moral du- 
ties refulting from thofe privileges. The obliga- 
tion to the duties muft devolve with the pefleflion 
of the privileges from generation to generation, 
perpetually- The text then, ftating at once the 
privilege and the duty of the members of the 
church, is in both its parts no lefs applicable to us 
than it was to God's ancient people. Having 
eftahlijhed among us bis teftimony and his lav)* & 

cemmandeth 
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mmandethihe fathers to make them" known to their 
children^ 

I go on, therefore, to confider the text in its 
application to ourfelves, as members of the ChrilU- 
an church. In doing this, I fball 

I. Speak of our privileges as a people inheriting 
God's te/timcny and law : 

II Specify the means by which the knowledge 
of facred things is to be tranfmittcd from age to 
age: And 

III, Recommend perfeverance in your efforts 
to tranfmit religious knowlege by thofe feminaries 
which you who are here affembled profefs to pa- 
tronize. 

L What advantage then hath the Chriftian ? or 
what profit is there in the poffeflion of the law and 
teftimony of God ? Much every way : For 

I. In the teftimony and law of God all thofe 
Truths which are neceffary to be known for falva^ 
tioa are revealed. This revelation embraces a 
mighty compafs. It carries our views from eternity 
to eternity, and from the beginning, through all 
the periods, forward to the end of the world and 
time, It fhows us the origin, the fall, the reco- 
very, 
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very, the immortality, and the eternal deftiny of 
man. It (hows us the rife, the plan, the purchafe, 
theprogrefs, and the confummation of thefalvation 
of God. It difcovers to us the Sovereign of the u- 
niverfe in his tnofl interefting, mod awful, and niolt 
amiable characlers : and the great Mediator who lb 
gcneroufly and fuccelsfully interpofed to redeem 
the world accurft. 

This revelation exhibits truths mod fingular, 
and altogether peculiar to itfelf ; truths moft myt 
terious, which had never been known had they 
not been fupcrnaturally difclofed j truths moft fu- 
blime, the great things of God, the grand refult 
of his manifold wifdom and abundant grace; 
truths moft interefting, fincc by them we muft be 
judged ; and moft beneficial, fince to know them 
is eternal life. 

We pofl'efs all the revelation which was confid- 
ed to the Jews, and much more. Ours is far 
more luminous than theirs, far more extcniivc, 
and far more fatisfaclory to the mind intent to 
explore thofe profound and ftupendous myfteries 
into which the angels deftre to look. By the faint light 
of prophecies and of types the ancient Ifraelites 
defcried Mclliah afar off, anticipated the meritori- 
ous rightcoufnefs which he was to fulfil in the lat- 
ter days, and read the grand characlers of that fal- 
^ . . vaticn 
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vation which he was then to achieve. But 
thofe things which were fliown to them only 
in emblem, or in dim and diftant profpeft, are 
evidently fet forth before our eyes. The vail is 
rent in twain, and the glories which lay hid be- 
yond it in the holieft of all are now fully difplay- 
cd. The temple of God is opened in heaven, and there is 
feen in his temple the ark of his tcftament. The fha- 
dows of the morning have retired from before the 
afcending day ; and the Sun of righteGufnefs t arifen 
at length upon us, illuftrates the wonders of the 
fpiritual world, 

2. In the teftimony and law of God the accept- 
able manner of Worfhipping him is clearly and au- 
thoritatively afcertained. 

Thofe of our modern infidels who admit the 
reafonablenefs of religious worfhip feem difpofed 
to aflert that God will certainly accept from men 
whatever homage theyprcfent to him with fincerc 
hearts. But the affertion is fupportcd by no proof. 
It is plainly abfurd. For, look abroad among the 
nations who have not the law ard teflimwy, you 
will behold men approaching the Deity with rites 
of worfhip repugnant to the light of reafon, and 
to the feelings of humanity. Now, will men's 
fincerity confecrate their follies and their crimes ? 

Will 
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Will men's Cncerity reconcile God to what he con- 
demns, and obligate him to accept wicked nefs as 
a righteous oblation ? Excellent as fincerity is, it is 
valuable only when it is prompted by knowledge, 
and productive of what is holy, juji and good. 

In its ma ft improved ftate, human reafon un- 
aided by revelation, could never fatisf act only an- 
fwer the queftion mod interefting to the man who 

is confcious of guilt before the Eternal Judge : 

Wherewith Jhall I come before the Lord, and bow /wy- 
jtlf before the high God? What Jball I give for the Jin 
cf my fault 

How great a privilege is it then to learn 
from God himfelf in what characters he is to be ap- 
proached by us ; and with what difpofitions, with 
what expreflions of homage, and with what hopes 
we are to adore him ? 

The Mofaic economy embraced a fyftem of wor* 
fliip wifely adapted to that immature and intro- 
ductory flatc of the church. Divine ordinances 
were then emblazoned with a multiplicity of iigns 
and ceremonies to ftrike and detain thelenfes, and 
the whole exterior of religion was minutely and 
fplendidly elaborate. But from the temple of the 
Moft High that carnal pomp is now banifhed, and 
throughout the ordinances of his worfliip there 
reigns a dignified fiinplicity, better fuhed toevan* 

gelicai 
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gelicai times. Our* rites are plain, and few. 
Scarcely do any forms obtain but fuch as* are 
altogether neceifary for aififting the attention 
of the mind, for admitting the body to parti- 
cipate with the foul in adoring the Crea- 
tor and Redeemer of both, and for conducting 
focial worfliip with animating harmony and iin- 
prefllve folemnity. Lefs oftentatious than the an- 
cient fyftem, ours is more fpiritual : lefs calculated 
to allure the fenfes» it more exalts the mind : it 
borrows lefs from the earth; it is more allied to 
the devotions of the heavens. 

3* In the law and ieftimmy of God a perfect 
fyftem of Moral Precepts is exhibired. 

In his ftate of uncorrupted excellence, man 
was a law to himfelf. Turning his attention in- 
ward, in his own heart he read his duty. His 
mind, irradiated with celeftial light, ever revealed 
to him the good and right way y and his will was not 
difobedient to the heavenly vifion. 

But now, human reafon, debilitated and per- 
verted, can of itfelf difcover but little of man's du- 
ty, and ft ill lefs of the proper manner of perform- 
ing it. 

In proof of this, confider the ftate of morality 
in the moft improved places and periods of the hea- 
then 
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then world. How impure and incomplete were 
the beft of their fyftcms! On various topics, it is 
true, excellent maxims may be felected from them. 
But even of thafe the beneficial eficft on practice 
was much lefs than we may be apt at fir ft to ima- 
gine. For the maxims of one famed Moralift were 
ever contradicted by thofe of another, whofe cele- 
brity conferred on his dictates,per haps an equal fanc- 
tion ; fo that arrudft the ftrife of jarring opinions, 
and the collifion of contending authorities (while 
there was wanting a comfhon and acknowledged 
ftandard of appeal 1 , men fluctuated in perpetual 
uncertainty, and after all that had been dictated 
or difputed by others, every one was left to form a 
fcheme for himfelf, and to regulate his practice by 
his own confeience, caprice, or corruptions. 

All the morality of that world which by wifdom 
knew not God, was effentially defective in this re- 
fpect, that the beft of its precepts could never be 
enforced by fufilcient motives. Thofe precepts 
were the fayings of men, not the oracles of heaven : 
*they were friendly advices and expoftulations ad- 
dreffed to human prudence, not commands bind- 
ing the confeience. And whatever arguments 
from the authority and infpection of the Supreme 
Being and from a futuricy of retribution, could 
be urged to enforce them, were at beft only con* 
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jectural, and, like the precepts themfelves, were 
repelled by names as refpechble as thofe which 
advanced them. 

It is highly worthy of remark that the wifeft 
of the heathens were the moft ftnfible of the im- 
perfection of their knowledge, aod of the deficien- 
cy of their means of information, on thofe fubjefts 
which moft intereft man as a moral aad immortal 
being. It is faid that, in the natural world, the 
gloom of night becomes more deep toward the 
dawn of day : and of *he moral world we may 
affirm that £11 11 as the moft eminent of the heathen 
frges feemed in their fearch after wifdotn to ap- 
proach the facred influence of the true light, the 
obfeurities which involved them became more 
palpable to themfelves, and the glimmerings which 
met them ferved but to render the " darknefc 
rifible." Hence, thofe of the Socratic fchooi 
(doubtlefs the moft illuftrious clafs of heathen 
moralifts) ufed to exprefs an ardent wifh, not 
unmingled with a feeble hope, that God in com- 
paflion to the weaknefs of our bewildered race 
would commbTion and qualify fomc extraordinary 
teacher to relieve us from our perplexities by dif- 
covering to us thofe things of which the know. 
!ege was perceived to be indifpenfabljr nccefTary 
to our right conduct and fupreme felicity. Thus 
M the 
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the very men who are moft highly and moft juflly 
extolled by modern advocates for the fufficiency 
of reafon in oppofuion to the neccflity of revela- 
tion, denied that pretended fufficiency, and felt 
and confeffed the need of fupernatural inliruction. 

And, brethren, we will venture to fay that, 
notwithlianding all the foercd knowledge with 
which revelation has direftly or circuitoully fup- 
plied our prrfent infidels, many of them feem to be 
as ignorant of the nature, the obligations, and the 
only true fupports of morality, as if they lud 
dreamed in the darknefs of Heathenifm. Let us 
hear one of the moft confpicuous of thefe ingeni- 
ous but vain fpeculators. *' Pleafure or happi- 
" nefs," fays he, M is the fole end of morality 
and again, * Morality is nothing more than a 
H calculation of plcafures *" And he tells us that 
from this calculation ail references to " a world to 
" come" muft be " difmhTed" as " air -bunt fpecula- 
" tions, which cannot enter into any liberal and 
" enlightened fyftem of morality f," Morality, 
then, is nothing more than «i calculation of pre- 
fent picafures! And who is to be the calculatcr? 
This man, or any other, for us, and for the world, 
or every individual for himfclf ? Truly, this me- 
thod 



* Godwin's Enquirer, p. 243, 104. \ Ibid. 243. 
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thod of calculation, this efHmate of pleafures from 
which " fpcculations upon the chances of a world 
« to come" are excluded, this " liberal and ei>- 
" lightened morality" which recognises neither 
the exigence and government of God, nor the 
refponfibility and immortality of man, has filled 
the earth, from age to age, with murders, for- 
nications, adulteries, perjury, fraud, rapine, fe- 
dition, rebellion, and every evil work, -Behold 
then a moralift who bndcrftands nothing of mo- 
rality : who difcerns not its connexion with a Di- 
vine Legillator, an Omnifcient Witnefs, an Al- 
mighty Governour, a fupreme and mod righteous 
Judge, and a future retribution ; but contemptu- 
oufly explodes its moft grand and interefting refe- 
rences, its prime obligations and moft powerful 
fanclions! Behold a morality which is referable 
to no certain ftandard, reducible to no fixed rules, 
and enforced by no adequate motives ! — a morali- 
ty which abolifhcs the cfTential diftinction between 
right and wrong, which abandons rectitude at the 
profpect of temporal pain or pleafure, and which 
tends to extinguHh confeience in men, to banifh 
from the world the remembrance of God, and to 
annihilate thofe facred and fupreme obligations 
and reftraints which have hitherto been found 
xuoft efficacious for preferving the order of human 

fbciety ! 
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fociety ! This morality, which would detach the 
anticipations, the folicitudes, and the intcrefts of 
man from " a world to come,*' offers no left vio- 
lence to human nature than indignity to divine 
revelation, and is as repugnant to the original 
and inexterrninable principles of the former, 
as to the light and fpirit of the latter. Moft 
unreafonably it affuroes, that thofe prefentiments 
of ** % world to conic" which animate and c- 
levate the good, a'nd which ever recoil with 
dread upon thole who are moft anxious to 
" difmifi" them, and who to cfcape the fears 
of futurity would gladly refign its hopes; that 
imprcflions which have been univerfal and per- 
petual among our fpecics, are not the rcfiilt 

of the conftituent principles of cur frame. This 
morality degrades man into a moli incongruous 
being, whofe nobleft capacities and tendencies, 
whofe moft exalted hopes, and whofe mod fci- 
iuperable fears, have no extftent object: a be- 
ing which Nature (whatever Nature means) 
moft wantonly tantalizes, and cruelly dooms to 
be the inceflant fport of tormenting phantoms. 
This morality reprefents the whole moral world 
as a mighty anarchy; a fcenc of innumerable 
wrongs which arc never to be redreffed or re- 
venged. It " difmiffes" thofe motiyes which have 

the 
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the moft commanding and faiutary influence on 
the human heart, and thofe femiments which arc 
often the folc excitement and fupport of virtue, 
and the folc curb and correction of vice- It re- 
lieves concealed, enterprifing, or triumphant wick- 
edoefs from its worft terrors, but from fullering 
goodnefs it withholds the confolations of Jiope. It 
ft a morality without truth, dignity, and energy. 
It is the morality of atheifm : and all the fublanc 
virtue predicted from it is but extravagant revery 
mi * ! air-built fpeculation." 

From fuch vain dreamers who, projejfing than- 
jtku to be wife, become fools , and grope in the noon-day 
asm the nighty let us turn to the law and the teflU 
mwy. In that pure light of heaven we (lull fee 
clearly. There we (hall behold man he ought 
ever to view himfelf, if he would know his true 
diaracter and his higheft end, his dignity and his 
dependence, his advantages and his obligations, his 
worft dangers and his beft profpecls we (hall 
behold man in intimate and eternal connection 
vith God as his moral Governour. There we 
fliall find at once, and without laborious inveftiga- 
tion, all the conclufions on the grand fubject of 
morality at which right reafon would ever arrive, 
ihere our duty is exhibited to us in a dear light, 
to a narrow compafs, in a confident fcheme; dic- 
tated 
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tated by the Supreme Lcgiflator himfelf, and en- 
forced by every motive which can arife from the 
grandeur of his majefty, the terrors of his wrath, 
or the attracHvcs of his mercy. How fatisfactory 
this to the understanding, how {lengthening to 
the confeience, how animating to the heart! 

4. In the law and teflimony a facred Polity is 
prescribed to the church. Chriftianity could not 
fubfilt or flourifli among men, were there not public 
and permanent affociations of its profeflbrs. But 
aflfociations were ulelefs, and could not be perma- 
nent, without order and government. A plan 
of government, therefore, and rules of admini- 
ftration are, in the fcriptures, dictated to the 
church by its fole Legiflator. It is thus organized 
into a regular fociety of which all the parts are 
clofely connected and duly fubordinated, and ren- 
dered capable of ufeful intercoudp and harmonious 
co operation ; and it is furni(hed with fpiritual 
means of felf-defence and felf.purification, by 
which it can revenge all difobedience among its mem- 
bers, and debar or expel from its communion 
thofe who would difturb its peace, or corrupt its 
conftitution, its doctrines, its worfhip, or its mo- 
rality. The fcriptural polity of the church, then, 
claims our high refpect at once for its origin, 

which 
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which is divine, and for its end, which is to pre- 
ferve the facred community in healthful or- 
der and vigour that the truth may be defended 
and propagated, the ordinance* of worfhip pure- 
ly celebrated, individual members retrained or 
reclaimed from tranfgreflion, and the religious 
advantages which are intended to retult to the 
faints from their communion with one another, 
from the church to the world, and fiom each ge- 
neration to its fuccellbrs, fully obtained. 

Having thus mentioned our great privileges 
as a people inheriting God's <ejlimwy and law, let 

II. Attend to the means by which, in obedi- 
ence to the high injunction recognifed in the text, 
we are to tranfmit the knowledge of lacred things 
to our fucceeding race. rt> ; >vm 

1. The knowledge of facred things is to be 
tranfmitted by a careful prefervation and tranf- 
miffion of the fcriptures themfelves. 

Nothing can exceed the punctilious exactitude 
of the Jews of old and at preient in their atten- 
tions to preferve the purity of the fcriptures con- 
fided to them. The confluence has been highly 
important. By the good providence of God, that 

people 
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people have been, and ftill ait the tenacious depo- 
Gtaries of thofe divine records which detect the 
vanity of their expe&ations of a Meffiah yet to 
come, which anticipate their prefent infidelity, 
which foretel their miferable difperfion unparallel- 
ed in the hiftory of nations, and which contain the 
beft evidences of the truth of Chriftianky, as a re. 
ligion which is built upon the foundation of the prophets ^ 
as well as of the apoflles 9 and which only realizes 
what was predicted, or clearly reveals what was ob- 
fcurely infinuatcd, in the dark faying! of old* After the 
era of the gofpel, when both Jews and Chrifiians 
became the keepers of the ancient fcriptures, thofe 
parties were mutual checks, fo that neither, had 
both inclined, could pofiibly corrupt them. The 
Chriftians equally venerated, and were equally 
careful to preferve and tranferibe the writings of 
the New 'left anient. When acrimonious tot>tro* 
vcrfies multiplied in the church, there were not 
wanting men who would not have fcrupled to fo- j 
phifticate the word of God for the purpoie ot ad- 
ding its apparent finclton to their own opiums. 
But to adulterate a book which myriads of indivi- 
duals in various regions were hourly confuting, 
and to which jealous and contending feels wei* 
perpetually appealing, was plainly impracticable* 
It was moraliy impoftible, however, that the fcrip* I 

tures 
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tures could be tranf&ibed times innumerable with- 
out any variation whatfoever. This would have 
involved an endlefs complication of miracles, not 
needed, and therefore not to be expe&ed. But 
though it is acknowledged that the moft ancient 
copies often minutely differ in the reading of the 
fame place, it is no lefs certain that by all thofe 
variations together not one doftrine of religion is 
fhaken or obfeured. The fcriptures, therefore, 
as we now pofTefs them, are the undefiled foun- 
tain of truth, the genuine flandard of reli- 
gion and morality : and unqueftionably, their 
future corruption may be pronounced impofli- 
ble. 

It belongs to the church in every land to ex- 
hibit faithfully their meaning in that language 
which is moft familiar to the people, that the word 
of God may not be a fpring fiut up and a fountain 
fiakd y but that every man may be able for him- 
fdf to draw water out of the wells of fahation* On 
the day of Pentecoft, when the apoftles received 
the gift of tongues, the liftening multitudes, <£r- 
w ' men y cut of every nation under heaven> marvel* 
fa/, and exclaimed, How bear we every man in our 
own tongue^ wherein we were born ! Similar is the 
effect of the faithful tranflation of the fcriptures* 
N Every 
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Every man hears the apoftles' and propftets /peak 
in his own language* 

Long have they fpoken very perfpicuoufly in 
ours ; publi filing the name of the Lord God of Jfrael 
in thefe IJJes of the fea y and teaching them to wait 
for the Redeemer's law* 

Ihe fcriptutes thus rendered intelligible ought 
to be devoutly perufed and pondered by us. all. 
Receive them, brethren, and revere them as the pro 
duclion of unerring wifdom,the diftate of fupremc 
authority, the unfpeakable gift of infinite goodnefs. 
Difperfe them a!fo among the poor, the ignorant, 
and the young. In doing this, you give to the 
young the fncere milk which nouriflies the fouh 
you give to the ignorant the inftru&ions of hea- 
ven, which make the fmple wife : and you give to 
the poor what is better than gold, and what will 
make them rich and great for ever. 

And here I cannot but mention with High ap- 
probation, that it is a principal part of your plan 
to diftribute the Book of God without money and 
without price to fuch of the pupils of your femina. 
ries as cannot otherwife obtain it ; and that it is 
your great objeft to help them all to underftand 
and remember its contents. In thus leading the 
children directly to the fcriptures, you put them 
(may I not fay rj under the immediate tuition d 
the apoftles and prophets, and of Jefus Chrift him* 

■ m 
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fdf. And to whom fhould they go but unto him who 
bath the words of eternal life? 

Perfeverc then, in delivering to the fol- 
lowing race the volume of Infpiration : and, 
that it may not be to them a Jlmt letter and a jealed 
bock, accompany ftill the gift with your friendly 
elucidations. Let not the fault be in you if every 
one of your young difciples becomes not like Li- 
mothy, to whom Paul fays, From a child thou ha/7 
known the /captures, which are able to make thee wife 
io/alvation^ through faith which ts in Chrifi Jefus. 

2. The knowlege of divine things is to be 
tranfmitted by means of the Public Creed, Con- 
feffion, or Teliimony of th<? church. 

Againtt public articles of faith many Chriftians. 
are ftrongty prepoffeffed. The prejudice, howe* 
ver, is more againft the name than agaipft the 
thing. Every church has certain religious prin- 
ciples for the bafis of its union. It has its difcri- 
urinative perfuafion, expreffed in one manner or 
another, and more or lefs exaftly underftood by 
its members. What has brought them together, 
*hat retains them in fellowlhip, but coinci- 
dence of religious fentiments ? How is this coinci- 
dence difcovered but by mutuarexplanations ? 
Who knows not that the common perfuafion of 
the church is often as rigouroufly applied in the 
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admiffion andexpulfion of members, among thofe 
who condemn creeds and confeflions in name, 
as among thofe who maintain their utility? 

Since every church, then, has its own fyftem 
of acknowledged principles, it appears unreato 
able to condemn an expedient of which the object 
is merely to afcertain them with the utmoft pofik 
ble precifion, and to exhibit them with the utmoft 
poffible publicity? By accurately defining and o- 
penly propounding its principles, a church prae« 
tlfes no impofition upon theunderftanding or con* 
fcience of any man : on the contrary, il affords 
to every one the greateft advantage for an exact, 
extenfive, deliberate and difpaffionate fcrutiny of 
of them, and for appeal to them in cafes of doubt 
or difpute, By the rejection of methodized fum- 
maries of doctrine a church which intends no con- 
cealment or ambiguity gains nothing; but it de- 
prives itfelf of one of the beft means of marking 
its own changes and improvements, of inftructiflg 
and fatisfying enquirers, of extenfively holding 
forth the word of life y and of aflifting future gene- 
rations in going forth by the foot fleps of the flock. 

The abhorrence of public formularies which is 
expreffed by many excellent Chriftians, is to be 
referred, moft unqueftionably to a laudable vene- 
ration of the word of God. " Are not the fcrip- 
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tures" fay they " our only rule? are they not per- 
« feft and fufficient ? Can men exprefs God's 
« truths with more precifion than he has done him- 

For ever inviolate be the fupreme honour of 
the facred fcriptures. But with this, explanatory 
forms do not interfere. They are not more the 
rule of faith to us than unwritten creeds are to 
thofe who ufe them : they are merely the ftate- 
roents of our belief. We exalt them not to an 
equality with the word of infpiration: they on* 
ly fliow how we underftand it. 

** But is it no indignity to revelation that thofe 
" formularies prefume to convey divine truths 
« in terms and modes of expreffion different froni 
M thofe which are there employed f" None. This 
diverfificaticn of phrafe impeaches not the per- 
fection of the words of the Holy Ghoft, nor ever* 
the accuracy of the tranllation of them into words 
of human feleftion. It belongs to the nature of 
an explanation. Is it not obvious that how ex- 
cellently foever any thing is expreffed, if men by 
reafon of their own imperfection difagree in their 
apprehenfions of its import, they muft explain 
their fentiments otherwife than by a mere recital 
of the words of which the meaning is doubted or 
difputed. If confeflions of faith are exploded up- 
on the principle that they exhibit divine do&rines 

by 
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by words, or combinations of words, which occur 
not in the pages of infpiration ; upon the fame 
principle, every written or oral exhibition of re- 
vealed truth in terms or phrafes differing from 
thofe of the facred records, muft be condemned, 
and Chriftians muft be confined to exprefs them- 
felves on every religious fubject by a mere verbal 
repetition of paffages of fcripture : a reftricKon 
which it were abfucd to impofe, and impofiible to 
obferve. If individuals may ftate their views of 
the meaning of fcripture in their own manner of 
expreflion, pronounced or written, or if a fociety 
may do fo by the mouth of any of its members, 
why may not the fame be done by a fociety in 
records public and permanent, but flill fubjcS 
to revifion and alteration* 

Farther; the mode of arranging divine truths 
which is adopted in our Creeds and Confeffions 
implies no reflection on the order in which they 
are exhibited in the word of ,God. The order 
and manner in which it was given forth in 
times pad ti the fathers^ was doubtlefs the moft 
eligible for the progreffive illumination of the 
church. But if we are commanded to fcarch tk 
fcriptures, and if we ought to compare fplriiual ' things 
with fpiritual, may we not ftate the refult of the 
mveftigation and comparifon ; and difplay, as well 
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as we can j the confiftency of revelation, the con- 
nection and dependence of its truths, and the 
nature and amplitude of its inftructions on thole 
interefting fubjects which embrace and influence 
our duty and our chief felicity ? Who ever con- 
ceived it criminal to digeft a fcheroe of the duties 
of morality ? What moral precept, what principle 
of religion, is violated by methodizing the doc- 
trines of divinity ? In every church does not he 
who difcourfes on a doctrine, or delivers an ex- 
hortation, illuftrate the one and enforce the other, 
by this very method of collecting, collating and 
clafling the dictates of infpiration? Is not the 
mode of fyftematizing principles introduced into 
every department of ordinary (cience, and found 
greatly fubfervient to the inveftigation and com- 
munication of truth ? Its advantages are the fame 
in relation to the things of God. 

Upon the whole it may appear that thofe who 
decry Creeds and Confeffions praciife materially 
what they condemn. To a certain extent they 
arrange the dictates of revelation, they explain 
their fentiments refpecting them fo as to afcertain 
a coincidence, and the common perfuahon of the 
fociety under ft ood by mutual explanations fcrves 
as the bafis of its union and the terms of its fel- 
lowfhip. 

The 



io8 SERMON II. 



The public articles of a church may be if$ 
properly framed j and when they are unexcep. 
tionable, they are, like whatever is good, like the 
word of God itfelf, liable to abufe. They may 
be erroneous. They may be too few, or too nu* 
merous, for a proper bond of ecclefiaftical union. 
Reverence for them may warp fome minds in 
fcarching the fcriptures; and prejudice may rc» 
ceive divine truth, or error in its place, on the 
authority of human explanations or pervcrfions 
of them. True : and with refpeft to unwrit- 
ten Creeds, the cafe is precifely the fame. Nona 
of the evils refult from the circumftance of ren- 
dering the principles of a church fixed, definite 
and palpable, $md of writing them plainly vpm iabkt 
thai he who runs may read them* 

While nothing can be better calculated to repreft 
a wanton fpirit of innovation, and to prevent pred* 
pitate changes, in a church ; nothing can more affift 
deliberate advancement in facred knowledgethan ac- 
curate and authentic memorials of its paft progrefs, 
andauthorifed exhibitions of its prefent views and 
attainments. Stating the errors which it has de- 
tected, abjured and condemned, and the truths 
which is has afcertained and means to aflert, they 
are of ufe not only to itfelf, but to other churches, 
and to the world at large ; and undoubtedly they 
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form the moft compendious and fatisfacfory ve- 
hicles for the tranfmifllon of its do&rines from 
generation to generation* 

Such authentic documents of principles have 
ever been highly efteemed by the churches of the 
Reformation. Never, perhaps, were there more 
excellent fummaries of religious truth than the 
explanatory ftandards of the church of Scotland. 
And here it is pertinent and pleafant to remark, 
that one of theft fummaries, and indeed the beft 
of the whole, is exprefsly intended and admirably 
calculated for the induction of the young, and 
the ^rant. The Shorter Catechifm ftands high 
in the firft rank of human compilations in the re- 
ligious world. For orthodoxy, for compreffion 
aad comprehenfion, for arrangement and perfpi- 
c ^y, it is a fyflcm of divinity fecond to none. 
Ar) d it is one great objed of thofe feminaries 
which you hav^fo laudably inftituted, and fo li- 
berally fupported, to make the riling generation 
thoroughly acquainted with that moft excellent 
kip toward the attainment of an accurate and 
menfive knowlege of the doctrines and com- 
mandments of the law and te/Iimony of God, 

4- The knowlege of facred things is to be 
Emitted by the diligent endeavours of Chrif. 
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tians to approximate as far as poffibie, the Aflinf 
State of the Church to iis model exhibited in the 
word of God. 

A church may retain explanatory ftandards 
very confonant to that infallible rule, while ia 
the actual ftate of its conftitution, of its doctrines, 
and of its managements, there may exift toaaj 
things highly exceptionable. Thus circumftano 
ed, it is felf contradictory, it belies Chriitianity, 
and mull propagate its own corruptions of it. 

Who can find a perfect church ! The excel- 
lence of churches, like that of individuals, is but 
comparative. Among them there is none to tH 
Chrift may not fay, / have fomewbat again/l thee: 
none in which there are not many things to be 
amended, and many to be improved ; many to 
be retrenched, and many to be fupplied. 

But the undeniable tack that there arc imper- 
fections in all the churches will juttify no man in 
neglecting to afecrtain which is' the leaft chargeable 
with denying Cbri/t's faith, and the moft intent to 
hold fad bit name, and in declining to fupport that 
which he finds intitled to this character. By the 
fcripture, his religious profeffirm, as well as his re- 
ligious fentiments and his moral conduct, « 
to be adjufted. His religious profeffion ranks 
among the moft important of the Chriftimi 
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concerns in life : for it involves much of his doty, 
and inSuences the whole ; and, in particular, is 
dotely connected with his principa* and conuant 
appearances and exertions for the tranimifiion of 
,he truths and initiations of Chrift. Undoubt- 
edly, therefore, it ought <o be the care of every 
Chndian to adopt that profeffion, of which, after 
ferious enquiry and comparifon, his own convic- 
tions pronounce, that it is, upon the whole, the 
moftfcriptural. Having adopted it, not as per- 
feet, but as the belt to which he has accefs, he muft 
labour in his place and in the meeknefs of wifdom, 
to prevent its corruption, and promote its im- 
provement. Difcarding that ungenerous and un- 
Banly principle, fo unworthy of a friend of Chrift, 
of the truth, and of the belt interetts of the prefent 
a„d of the riling race, that it is enough for him to 
attend to the concerns of his own ialvation ; let 
him cherifh in his foul the **/ of God's houfe. 
Neither prone to innovate, nor averfe to reform, 
neither childimly fafcinated by the fchemes of 
every bold and bufy prrjgftor in tbe, boufe of God, 
nor mperftitioufly devoted to every tenet and ob- 
fervance which has been received by tradition from 
tbefathersM him be in religion at once fleady and 
progreffive, let him difpaffionately apply all things 
to the ftandard provided by Inf allibility, let him 
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with wary perfeverance, prompt and encourage 
the church of which he is a member jo difmifi 
whatever in its "confutation or adminiftrations is 
merely human, to hold faft whatever is divine, 
and to go on to fcriptural perfection. 

Differing in manj>>fentiment3, in this, I am 
Aire, Chriitians will all agree, that it is the firft 
duty of a churclf, and its higheft glory, faithfully 
to exhibit tho whole fyftem of evangelical doctrine, 
and to "receive, obferve, and keep pure and en- 
« tire all fuch religious worfliip and ordinances as 
<l God hath appointed in his word *." Now, 
it is by the acceffion, the fteadinefs, the acU 
vity, and the influence of enlightened and faith- 
ful individuals that the public ftate of religion in 
particular focieties is to be meliorated: and the 
progrefs of each community contributes, infenfibiy, 
u may be, and remotely, yet really and ultimate- 
ly, to the good of the church univerfal, and of ge- 
nerations yet unborn. 

How beautiful would the churches be did they 
realize their fcriptural. model, and were the holy 
zeal and the venerable firaplidty of the pure and 
primitive ages again to appear ! It is not by the de- 
reliction of any of the truths or inltitutions of the 
gofpcl, it is by the afcerlainment, acknowlege- 

* Shorter Catechifm, Qu e ft. JOi 
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ment and obfervance of whatever bears the figna- 
ture of dtvine authority, and by the rejection of 
whatever wants that high fanction ; it is by the ap- 
proximation of every church to the pattern deli- 
neated by the wifdom of Heaven, that all the 
churches muft approximate to one another, till at 
laa they coalefce into one glorious temple, for the 
refidence and worfliip of The God and Father of 
our Lord Jefus Chriji..~0 ! that this fahationof 
God were come out of Zion! and that the difperfed 
of Ifrael were thus gathered into one! Such a refor- 
mation among Chriitians of every name, fuch a 
blefled healing of our lamentable divifions, fuch a 
happy union of the friends of the Redeemer upon 
tie foundation of the apofiks and prophets,]^ 

Chrift himfelf being the chief corner /tone how 

mightily would it accelerate the progrefs of the 
truth, and the increafe of the church ! Forthwith 
would enfue a full accomplishment of that faying 
"Inch is written refpecting times hereafter to be 
Kveaied : Arife, fhine ; for thy light is come, and the 
«*7 of the lord is rifen upon thee. And the Gentiles 
Wcome to thy light, and kings to the brightnefs of 
J rifing. Thy Jm Jj }a u cme ffm /ar> md 

*Jfc*r Jhall be nurfed atthyfide. And thy gates 
J «"b'op en continually; they Jbell not be fhut day nor 

night; 
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right; thai unto thee the forces of the Gentiles, and 
their kings may be brought *. 

4 . To the tranfmifllon of evangelic*! know, 
ledge, no mean which a Chriftian can employ is 
more' directly fubfervient than a converfation be- 
coming ^>e go/pel. 

The golpel is a practical inftitution. It is not 
given to men merely for fpeculation or profeffion, 
but for the regulation of the mind, and heart, and 
life. He underftands it betti whp obeys it mod. 
And he is moft likely to be fuccefisful in its pro 
■pagation, who feels its power, who exhibits its 
fpirit in bis own temper, and exemplifies its pre- 
cepts in his conduct. . 

A converfation becoming the gofpel, while it ren- 
ders a Chiiuian the objeft of juft refpect, excits 
ittention to his principles, and adds weight to hs 
inftructions and exhortations. Without the help 
of words, it fpeaks to every heart. It is the moft 
eloquent preaching of the truth, the moft fcv* 
rebuke of wickednefs, the moft attractive 
play of the beauties of holinefs, the moft forcible 
pleading for God. Hence faid our Lord to thofe 
whom he commiflioned to inftruct the world, 
Let your light jo pine before men that they may ft]* 

Ifa. Ix. i, 3, 4i ll > 
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good works, and glorify your Father who is in fa* 

On the other hand, if thy converfation is not 
fuch as becometb the gofpel of Chri/i, if in works thou 

deniejl him, whatever profeffiou thou holdeft 

forth to the world, whatever knowledge beams 
from thy mind, whatever perfuafion dwells on thy 
Hps, thou art not a Chriftian: whatever good 
inftruction thou imparteft, thou doft nor expound 
the doarine of God our Saviour with the belt and 
moft intelligible of all illuftrations, thnu art ever 
lying ngainli the truth and propagating moft perni- 
cious error, thy deeds deftroy what thy tongue 
builds up: whatever tribute of thy fubftance 
thou rendered from time to time to Him who 
fits enthroned in Zion, all thy pecuniary contri- 
butions for his fervice cannot countervail the King's 
damage by thy life. . Thnugh breaking the law thou 
dijhonoureJlGod, and makeft bis tame to be blajpbm- 
td, and the way of truth to be evilfpoken of. 

5. Another mean to be ufed for tranfmit- 
ting the knowledge of fccred things from age to 
age\ prayer to God for his effectual agency in 
promoting this great object. 
- The caufe of truth and righteoufnefs is the 

caufe 

. * Mat. be. 16. 
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caufe of God as well as of humanity, and for his 
own glory he will profper it. But this he will 
do only in his appointed manner;— in anfwer 
to the prayers of his people as well as by means 
of their labours. / -will yet for this be enquired of by the 
houfe o/I/rael (faith he) to do it for them ; I will increase 
them with men hke a flock ; and they Jhall know that I am 
the Lord *. The apoftles were taught to accompany 
their exertions among men, with their daily pray- 
ers to God, for the progrefs of Meffiah's kingdom. 
The fame method muft ftill be purfued by us, if 
we would promote his caufe. For him, fays the 
fcripture, (for the advancement of his interefts 
and glory) prayer Jhall be made continually. 

In our prayers to God for the tranfmiflion and 
difTufion of evangelical truth, the moft pertinent 
petitions which can be preferred, and the moft co- 
gent arguments which can be employed to enforce 
them, are fupplied by his own promifes, in which 
he moft folemnly engages to preferve and extend 
the knowledge of it among men. Recollect how he 
fpake in vifion to his Holy One; / will make thj 
name to be remembered in a!! generations, and the peo- 
ple flail praife thee for ever and ever. My Spirit and 
my words Jhall not depart from thy feed, nor jrom tbj 

feed's 
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feed*: feed. And wifdom and knowlege Jhall be the 
Jlability of thy times*. Hear his promife to the 
church, In ri^hteoufnefs Jhalt thou be e'lablifled : and 
all thy children'Jhnll be taught of the Lord f. Thofe, 
efpecially, into whofe minds you with to inflil his 
truths, the young and the ignorant, have the 
proniifc of divine in ft ruction. Whom flail lye teach 
famltdge ? faith the prophet, and whom Jhall he 
make to underfiand doclrine? J hem that are wean* 
ed from the milk y and drawn Jrom the breads. 
And in that day the deaf Jhall bear the words of the 
Iwk, and the eves of the blmd flail Jee cut of obfeuri- 
tjt and cut of darknefs \. 

Such are the promifes which encourage us to 
frequent the throne of God with our earned Ap- 
plications for the propagation of facred knowledge 
among the rifing race, and which ought toinfpire 
our petitions, our arguments, and our hopes. 
And, brethren, if the fervent prayer of one righ- 
teous man is of much avail with God, if Chrift 
tas faid, When two of you Jhall agree upon earth as 
imhing any thing that ye jhall afl, it Jhall be dene 
Jor ihem of my Father § ; what might not be ex- 
pected from the influence of multitudes of the 

* Hal. xlv. t 7 . Ifa. lix 21, xxxlii 6, f tfa, iiv. 14, 13. 
X Ifa. xxviii. 9; xxix. 18, § Mat. xvifi, 15?* 
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fons and daughters of Zion, all ftriving by con* 
cert at once, apart or focially, at their Heavenly 
Father's throne, with unanimous, cordial and in. 
cefiant importunities, for an object fo glorious, 
and fo interefting to heaven and earth, as the per- 
petuation and prevalence of the truths and inte- 
refts of the Redeemer ? 

As a mean fubfervient to the tranfmiffion of e- 
vangelical knowledge, prayer unites high and Angu- 
lar excellencies. Of all means it is the mo ft effica- 
cious ; for it engages the aid of Omnipotence: 
and it is that which may be the mod eafily, and 
the moft generally employed ; for it may be ufed 
by peribns of every age and fex and condition, in 
every place, and at every time, 

Te 9 therefore, thai make mention of the 
keep not filence, till he eftablift* and till he make 
rufalem a praife in the earth* Far Zion's Jake do not 
hold your peace, and fir Jerufalem's fake do not rtfi, 
until the rtghteoufnefs thereof go forth as brightnefs, id 
the falvation thereof as a lamp that burnetii. — " Hsu 
** refpefl unto the covenant, 0 Gcd ; arife, and pied 
" thine own caufe t Gird thy fword upon thy thigh, 0 
" moft Mighty, with thy glory and thy majcfty. M 
11 in thy majefty ride profperou/Iy becaufe of truth ad 
" meeknejs and right eoujnefi f? 

Finally 

* Ifa/lxii. 6, 7* r. Ffal. lacxiv. 22- xlv. 3, 4» 
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Finally, The knowledge of divine tilings is to 
be tranfmitted to the fucceeding race by the direct 
and formal communication of inftructton to them* 

There are various methods by which the commu- 
nication maybe made. Cut there is none more effec- 
tual than catechizing, which defervedly holds a 
very diftinguifhed place among the exercifes in 
your feminaries. It is recommended by its brevity, 
deliberateneft, and perfpicuity. We come inftantly 
to the fubject to be confidered : it is refolved into 
diftinct parts, and each of thefe is propounded ft* 
parately, and in the fhorteft and fimpleft form. 
In the moft cuftomary method of inftruftionin pu- 
blic (which has neverthelefs its own advantages and 
proper objects) the fpeaker advances without the 
certainty that he is followed by his audience ; but 

this, the deficiencies of each dilciple are foon 
nianifeft, and the teacher knows to what precife 
Point he muft direct his explanations. In that, 
the mind is more piffive, and in thofe who need 
toftruAion the moft it is moft apt to become torpid, 
or to wander; but in this, the di reft query, and 
ttj e neceflity > 0 f reply, compel attention and recoK 
feftion. The learners feel a lively intereft in the 
P rfl grefs of the exercife, becaufe each is particu- 
larly addrefied, and brought forward into aftion. 
he recurrent paufes, the alternate interrogation 

and. 
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and anfwcr, the demurs and folutions, the quick 
tranfition from topic to topic, and from pupil to 
pupil, are circumftances which attraft> relieve, 
and roufe the youthful mind. The variety ren. 
ders the exercife pleating and impreffivc, and 
therefore profitable. No method can be mor« 
calculated to difcourage negligence, which it fi> 
foon detefts, or to infpire ardour of application, 
which it fo foon difcovcrs by its fruits. 

The communication of religious, inftruclion 
belongs to perfons of various deicriptions. Mill 
ftersof the Gofpel are the raoft confpicuous, but 
Dot the only labourers in God's vineyard. Th« 
head of every family has his own more limited 
plot for culture. His fituation requires him to 
exert his authority and influence for the fpintual 
as well as for the temporal benefit of his donjeftifr 
His children demand his chief care, and he nm 
bring them up in the nurture and adtnonttion of "* 
Lord. Prefiding in his family as its ruler* k 
muft alfo prefide as its prieft directing the w& 
fliip of God, and as its prophet difpenfing fitf* 
knowledge. 



And wutdt* God that not only the heads « 
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families, but all the Lord's people were prophets *, 
poffefling and diffufing the knowledge of evange- 
lical truth! What we faid of the ancient If- 
raelitcs will fully apply to Chriftians. Every one 
who has had the advantage of early inftrufticn, 
and has attained mature age, every one efpecially 
who is admitted to the higheft privileges of the 
church, ought to be qualified, and ought to ac- 
count it his honour, as it is his duty, to be an in- 
ftruftor of the ignorant and a teacher of babes. Such 
was evidently the judgement of the infpired writer 
of the epiftle to the Hebrews; whofe general un- 
proficiency in knowledge and confequent incapa- 
city to impart it, drew upon them that fevere re- 
proof whereunto ye do well that ye take heed — 
When for the time ye ought to be teachers^ ye have need 
that one teach you again, which be the Jirft principles 
of the oracles of God f . 

Brethren, of the plan which you have adopted, 
and are profecuting for the inliruftion of the rif- 
ing generation, this is one confpicuous excellence, 
that it affords opportunity for every perfon, and 
for every talent, to come forward into regular and 

effectual 
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effectual operation , and combines all for propagat- 
ing around you the light of heavenly truth. 

Let none among you, then, ftand aloof from 
this laudable undertaking. Here there is fcope 
for the exertions of all. And there are few by 
whom fome fubftantial good may not be done, 
Arife, O Chriftian, whofoever thou art, and per- 
form thy part,— Where is the man endowed 
with wifdom among us ? Let him come forward, 
and aflift by his counfel infuggefling and maturing 
plans, and by his prudence in fuperintending the 

execution of them,- Where is the man of 

knowledge and utterance? Let him not difdaia 
the honourable occupation of direfting the minds 
of young immortals to the wonders of God's law, 
and of teaching them to fing hofannas to the Re-* 

deemer. Where is the man in opulent or e*fy 

circumftances ? and where is the man with the 
few mites? Let each contribute according to that 
which he hath : let him lend to the Lord, who will 
repay, and who efti mates every donation by the 

liberality of the heart, Where is the man of 

eminence and high refpcchbility among us ? tfae 
honourable magiftrate who prefides among his 
brethren, and watches over the public good ? the 
ufeful citizen, his country's ornament andflrength 

and 



SERMON II, j 23 

and benefaftor, who employs and rewards the in- 
duftry of numbers around him? Let them come 
forward, and at leaft lend their great influence to 
encourageattendanceon thefe beneficiil inftkutions. 
—And where is the man of prayer ? He is not the 
feebleft of our auxiliaries, nor the leaft honourable. 
He is the man who has influence with God, 
Let us have his intereft at the throne of the hea- 
vens for that b/ejing from the Eternal, without 
which our undertaking cannot be profperoufly 
conducted. 

Thus let the energies of every one be exerted 
to promote the grand object of your aflbciation. 
Let each be active, one after this manner, and ano- 
ther after that, as every man hath his proper gift from 
G&d; and let all be helpers of one another, and 
flrive together, that the generation to come may know 
the teftimony and law, which God has eftabiifhed 
in our land. 

To encourage your perfeverance in this great 
and good undertaking was the 

III. And Laft thing propofed to be done in this 
difcourfe. 

But here, brethren, your own animated zeal 
and chearful exertions preclude my expoftulations 

and 
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and perfuafions. I thall, however, briefly mention 
fevenl confiderations which may prompt you to 
go on as you have begun, and to abound more and 
more. 

1, Then ; Lift up the eyes of your minds to 
the heavens, and confider The High and Lofty One 
inhabiteib eternity ;~ 

Whitcan I urge of weightier import, or of 
more irrefiftible force to perfuade the profecutiori 
of thefe your efforts, than that they are directly 
and eminently fubfervient to his glory; to pro- 
mote which is the chief end and the chief honour 
of roan. By their inftructivc exhibition of the 
vcftiges of his perfections, al! his works in aH His 
dominions praife him: you contribute to exalt 
and enrapture the univerfal fong; you aid the 
voice of nature by the powers of reaforr, and 
the powers of rcafon by the light and fervours 
of religion, when you teach babes and ficktings to 
adore and obey him. 

Confider his authority requiring fuch exer- 
tions. Is not his command as obligatory on 
Chrlftiansas it was on the fathers of Ifrael? on 
you as it was on Afaph, when, in obedience to ir, 
he vpmd his mouth in a parable^ and uttered dark 

f a y tr] Z s ®f 
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Confider God's diftinguifhing goodnefs to 
you in' eftablijhing among you his teftimony and 
law; and let every generous principle within you 
be roufed to aftivity. Rccolleft and repeat the 
grateful acknowledgements of the ancient church : 
—He foowetb his word unto jfaccb, his ftaiutes and 
his judgements unto Ifiael; Praife ye the Lord. God 
is the Lord who hath ftewed us light : bind th facrt- 
Jice with cords> e*ven unto the horns of the altar \ 
And . what is the molt acceptable facrifice of 
thankfgiving which thou canft prefent, O maq, 
to that high Benefactor to whom thy goodnefs ex* 
Undeth not? It is to imitate him in his difllifive 
beneficence, which is operative from age to age» 
It is to advance thofe grand defigns which he is ever 
profecuting as the author of falvation. Ic is to be* 
come the miniftcr of his grace by propagating the 
facred light and the joyful found of the gofpel. 

From God thou haft received thy own kind 
and proportion of gifts. Duty and gratitude 
require thee to apply them to the purpofes for 
which they were beftowed. Can they be better 
employed than in the fervice of him who gave 
them? What can be more reafonable in itfeU, 
what more honourable to thee, or more pleafing 

I Q- to 
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to thy God, than that thou do good to men ac- 
cording to the meafure of the gift which thou haft 
received from him as the God of nature, of pro- 
vidence, and of grace ? 

2. Consider thy own Character as a Chrif- 
tian. 

Calling thyfelf by that facred name, canft 
thou be indifferent to the honour of Chrift, and 
the interefts of Chriftianity ? If thou art, thou 
claimed a character not thine own. He that is not 
with me, fays Chrift, U againft me : and he that 
thereth not with me fcattereth abroad*. If thou art 
not indifferent, canft thou expect a better occafion 
for flicwing thy love and thy zeal than what thefe 
inftitutions now prefent ? 

Call to mind thy promifes and thy vows, to 
appear and act for Chrift, and to do what in thee 
lies to perpetuate the remembrance of him among 
men. Now thou art brought: to the teft. No* 
falfify or fulfil thine engagements. Now prove 
thy fidelity or thy perfidy. 

Call to mind thy daily prayers that the Re- 
deemer's name may endure for ever, and that 
race unto race may praife him. By what means 

doft 
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doft thou expect thofe prayers to be fulfilled? By 
human agency, no doubt. And doft thou intend 
to take no part of the honour and the burden of 
the work to thyfelf, but to refign the whole to 
others, and idfy to look on ? Ah! if thofe defires 
which dictate thy prayers for the advancement of 
religion, cannot roufe thyfelf into activity in its 
fcrvice, be affured they never will reach the throne 
of the heavens, and may be fpared without detri- 
ment to the caufe of Chriftianity. 

But if the amiable and benign fpirit of that reli- 
gion hasindeed been imbibed by thec,it will animate 
tke with goodwill toward men ; it will prompt 
thee to wife for others what thou wiftieft moft 
for thyfelf, and to impart to them the belt that 
thou poffeffeft,— the excellent knowledge of Chrift. 

3. Consider the Nature of the external Pri- 
vilcges of the Church. They are all a Truft ; and 
mull be retained, ufed and transferred, according 
to the Donor's will. They are not your abfolutc 

property ; but the Church's patrimony, the 

inheritance of the congregation of Jacob, entailed up- 
on it from generation to generation. Of all thofe 
privileges, the children (according to the fpirit of 
the text) are conftituted heirs. with the fathers, 
and the fathers depofitaries for the children. Bre- 

thren, 
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thren, they are now yours in unreftriaed poffef. 
fion ; but the entire reverfion belongs to pofteri- 
ty. He who gave thofe privileges to you, gives 
to your children a claim on you for the convey, 
ance to them of the whole of the hereditary benefit. 
You have then great advantages for yourfelves, 
and if you be wife you may be happy ; but yon 
have alfo a great charge for others* which demands 
faithfulnefs, and infers refponfibility. Of the whole 
of the patrimony of the church you are ufufruc- 
tuaries, and you are no more. You have a right 
to avail yourfelves to the full of all your privileges}' 
and it is your duty, as it is your intereft, todok 
But you muft not lofe them ; you muft not adul- 
terate them j you muft not impair them : nor 
fuffer them to be impaired, adulterated, or loft: 
but muft tranfmit them undeteriorated to your 
fucceffors *. 

4. To animate your exertions, confidcr the 
benefit which they are calculated to produce to 
the children who are the objefts of your care. 
p In y° ur feminaries they receive the moft iffl- 
portant inftruftions. That the foul be mthut knw 

ledge, 
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ledge, fays Solomon, /, not good. In a ftate of grofc 
ignorance, it is benumbed and deprelTedj its no- 
bleft energies flumber ; it rifes not to the highett 
exertions, purfuits, and enjoyments to which it is 
deftined by its make. Every kind of liberal and 
ufeful knowledge, it is true, exalts the foul. There 
are, however, many fdences and arts of which 
men may be ignorant without much inconveni- 
««. But ignorance of thofe things which inte- 
reft them as moral and immortal beings is pre*. 
mt with the moft ruinous mifchiefs. Through 
^jporance they are alienated from the life of God 
^ de/lroyed for ever. You labour to prevent 
the d,reful effects by removing the caufe. Making 
*** to the children the l aw and teftimony, you ac- 
" TWK them with that which converted the foul, and 
V , U * y° u "S mn Pledge and difcretwn, 
^ffhi m to cleanfe his va h and g uideth his 
ft* Wo the paths, of peace. 

f Jf ? indCCd ' the illuminati °« * the mind in . 
Z J^ri ,SUnaCCOm P anied *"h thefandifica. 
-of he heart and life. A courfe of religious 

can fcarceiy * ° f *« 

Fopr.etywh.ch has no fmall influence on decen. 
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cy of conduct. Salutary impreflions upon the con- 
fcience it always makes by furnifliing that inward 
monitor with materials for dircftion and reproof, 
and familiarizing it with thofe motives which 
muft ever operate, in fome degree, as reftraints 
from vice, and incentives to virtue. 

Muft obvioufly, your inftruclions will difpofe 
the children to attend the houfe of God with re- 
gularitv,and with reverence; and will prepare 
ihem tor profiting by the labours of miniftcrs .a 
their public difcourfes, which can be but ill un. 
derftood by thofe who are unacquainted with tk 
firft principles of the oracles of God, and with *e 
terms in which the doctrines and duties of refi> 
on are cxpreffed. 

Your friendly inftructions may eventual.y 
promote even the temporal advantage of your pu- 
pils. While they are learning, under your tui- 
tion, the rudiments of religious knowledge, ufe- 
ful habits of attention, of reflection, of enquiry, 
and of diligence may be produced, and thcr 
minds mav acquire an elevation and enlargement, 
a taftc and direction, which they would not other- 
W ife poffefi, and which may prove highly bench* 
a \ to them through the whole of life, by determin- 
ing them to the honourable purfuit of laudable *. 
jeds. Perhaps; the high profpcr.ty of Solom* 
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may be traced to the indelible impreffions, and 
powerful influence of early inftruction. His pa- 
rents, as he himfelf records, had feduloufly incul- 
cated upon him the preference and purfuit of wif- 
dom, as the principal thing ; and when all that 
is highly efteemed among men was in his 
offer, wifdom was his choice, and in her hand me 
brought him riches and honour. 

It is to be prcfumed, that in profecuting your 
pious endeavours, you mall be inflrumental in pro- 
moting the eternal good of many of thofe concern- 
ing whom it is faid, Offuch is the kingdom of heaven. 
While you are {hewing to them the divine law 
and tcftimony, God himfelf may open their under- 
Handing and their hearts, and with the word- 
heavenly wifdom may enter in, and the grace which 
bringeth fahation. And, know, fays the fcripturc, 
that he who convirteth a firmer from the error of his 
way Jhail fave a foul from death, and Jhall hide a mul- 
titude of fins *. O glorious argument to flimulate 
activity, and fupport perfeverance in flieiving tt 
men the way of fahation ! 

Perhaps, the defired effects of your exertions 
may not immediately or not foon appear. Yer, 
be not difcouraged. After lying dormant in the 

foul 
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foul through a tedious length of wintry gloom 
and torpor there, the good feed which you have 
fown may at length revive, and fpring up, aod 
profper into a copious harveft of the fruits of 
righteoufnefs. Be patient, therefore, brethren. Bt r 
hold, the hufbandnian waitetb for the precious fruit of 
the earth, and hath long patience for it r until he 
cehe the early and latter rain* 

Upon the whole, moft reafbnably may you 
-hope that the pupils of your feminaries (hall derive 
fubftantial benefit from your exertions. In refped 
of fome individuals, it is poffible, though fcarcely 
fuppofable, that your benevolent purpofes may be 
wholly defeated. But it is not to be doubted 
that, to a very great proportion of them, real ad- 
vantages, differing however in kind and degree, 
will redound. Where little poffitive good enfue*, 
much evil may be prevented. Where the higheft 
effedsare not produced, thofe of a fubordinate 
kind may take place. And, where no beneficial 
conferences are prefently difcernible, they may 
appear in future days. 

5, Persevere in your labours, for they con- 
tribute to the good of Civil Society. 

You cheriQi all the fecial virtues in the hearts 
of the young. You teach them to cultivate the 

principle 
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principle of fincerity (the firft of fecial virtues, 
and the bafis of all the reft), to fpe'ak truth, to 
fulfil promifes, to venerate an oath ; to honour 
their parents, to love their aflbciates, to reverence 
good men, to rife up before the hoary head; to be 
fober and regular ; to be indubious in their cal- 
lings, and honourable in their t ran factions ; to be 
companionate to the afflicted, and generous to the 
poor; to fpeak evil if no man ; to forgive injuries, 
and to remember them only to repiy them with 
acts of beneficence ; to be good neighbours, faith- 
ful friends and partners, kind relatives, juft fer- 
vants, nutters, or governours ; to be fubjeSt, for 
confeience fake, to principalities and powers, to obey ma* 
gifirates, to honour the king ; to meddle none with them 
that are given to change ; and to feek the peace of that 
Borland, in which they dwell, and to pray unto 
the Lord for iU\ " v 

Convinced that religion is the heft preferva- 
tive of public order and tranquillity, wife legifla- 
tors and governours, in every age and place, have 
endeavoured tocherifli a fenfe of it upon the minds 
of men. The worit imaginable religion, embrac- 
ing ncceffarily the great commanding principle 
that man is the fubjeel of God's moral govern- 
ment, is, in itfelfandin its confequences, infinite- 
ly better than none. And if, from the influence 
R of 
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of what was good even in falfe religions, very fa. 
lutary effects have refulted to fociety, what advan- 
tages might it not derive from the full operation 
of the true, which infpires far more juft and 
impreflive convictions of the majefty and rectitude 
of God, and of man's refponfibility to him; 
which powerfully tends to purify the principles, 
and to humanize the difpofuions, of the heart ; and 
which, in the name of the Parent of the univerfe, 
addreffes all the families of the earth as brethren, 
and inculcates love and peace ? 

For the love, then, which you bear to the beft 
interefts of your country, and as a proof that you 
confult them with a patriotifm truly enlightened, 
continue to fupport inftitutions of which the 
grand objeel is to promote that righteoufufi 
which exalteth a nation; to fill the future walks 
of life with men who fhall be ornaments to 
their ftations, and bleflings to the commu- 
nity ; and to counterwork and profcribe igno- 
rance and irreligion, which are the worft trai- 
tors in every ftate, the beft partizans of every craf- 
ty demagogue, and the moft fruitful authors of 
public confuGons, crimes and woes. You are the 
friends and minifters of a reformation, in its pro- 
grefs noifelefs and harmlefs, in its means holy> fift 
and goody and in its nature inclufive of whatever 

fubferves 
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fubferves the utmoft practicable improvement of 
of the moral and political world. 

6. Persevere ; for your feminaries are con- 
ducive to the good of the Church. 

Affociating perfons of different religious per- 
fuafions in the fame generous defigns and exer- 
tions, they produce Chrittian intercourfe, banilh 
prejudices, promote brotherly love, excite godly 
emulation. 

Of old, when God's fervent: began to lake plea- 
Jure in tbeftms, and in the auft */Z/*»,-(when buil- ' 
<iers appeared among her defolationsj-the obfer- 
vant Pfalmift, anticipating the fpeedy arrival of an 
aufpicious period, joyfully exclaimed, The time to fa. 

her is come * ! So now ; fuch combinations of 
Chriftians in the caufe of Chriftianity, augur well 
for the church, and accelerate that profperity 
uhich the y announce. It is but little indeed that 
any individual can do for the general interefts of 
religion : but when all are in exertion, the refult 
toy be glorious. When the tabernacle was to be 
feared in the wildernefs, every heart throughout 
the tribes of lirael was open, and every hand was 
materials poured from every quarter into 

the 
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the facred treafury, and were as faft prepared; 
the work rapidly advanced ; and foon, amidft the 
wide encampment of the great congregation, the 
tent of Jehovah arofe and (hone like a high palace. 
After the return from Babylon, when Jerufalem 
was to be rellored, every man did fomething to- 
wards its re-eftablifhinent ; he repaired over agamfl 
bis own boufe, or wherever his fervices could be 
bed applied ; and, with fuccetsful expedition, iht 
wall of jerufalem was built even in troublous times. 

Nothing fecms better calculated to prepare the 
way for a more general harmony of fentiment a- 
roong Cbriftians, and for their more extenfive * 
nion upon fcriptural principles, than affociations, 
like yours, for promoting the honour of our com- 
mon Lord, the knowledge of our common faith, 
and the beft interefts of the rifing generation ; a§ 
fociattons which difpofe Chriftians to receive, with 
out jealoufy, mutual conviction and improvement ; 
affociations in which the law and ieflimony of God 
is perpetually held up to the fucceeding race, as 
the only infallible fource of information and 
ftandard of appeal, in matters of religion. 

And who can tell how far the blifeful effe&«f 

your exertions may be felt ? Perhaps, while you arc 

contributing to the benefit of the church at hofl*i 

vou 
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you arc alfo kindling up a light which (hall 
foon enlighten the Gentiles, and preparing mef- 
fengers to bear the glad tidings of falvation to the 
ends of the earth ! 

7. To incite perfeverancc in your laudable un- 
dertaking, confider the Character and Afpecfc of the 
Times in which we live. Never were times more 
eventful and critical, never were appearances more 
Angular and interefting, in the political or in the 

religious world. 

You behold, on th« one hand, infidelity, with 
dreadful irruption, extending its ravages far and 
wide: and, on the other, an amazing acceffion 
of zeal and of activity to the caufe of Chrifti- 
anity. Error in all its forms is afliduoufly and 
fuccefsfully propagated ; but the progrels of e- 
vangelical truth is alfo great. The number of 
the apparently neutral party daily diminifties; 
and men are now either becoming worflnppers of 
The God and Father of our Lord Je/us Cbrifl, or re- 
ceding faft through the mifts of fccpticifm into 
the dreary regions of fpeculative and practical 
atheilm. It feems as if Chriftianity and Infide- 
lity were muttering each the bqfl of the battle, 
and preparing for fome great day of God. The cue- 
wyUcume in like a flood: But the Spirit of the Lord 

hath 
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hath lifted up a flandard agatn/l Urn. Who, then, 
is on the Lord's fide? Who ?— Let him come forth 
to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord againft 
the mighty* 

Again ; as the prefent are times of tremendous 
calamity to the nations around us, they are to 
ourfelves times of great difficulty, and, perhaps, of 
great imminent danger, which nothing but our 
return to God by righteoufnefs can avert. What 
if we were to affirm that by exerting yourfelves 
in the caufe of religion and virtue with unabat- 
ing and increafing ardou*, you do more for the 
lengthening out of our tranquillity, and the efta- 
bliftiment and advancement of; our profperity, 
than you could do with your fword, or your 
fpear, oral! the weapons of war? If tbofe means 
of defence are good and neceffary, as undoubted- 
ly they now are, I am fure that the protection of 
God is far better, and that without this they can a- 
vail us nothing. Now, righteoufnefs exaiteth a nation 
to an honourable aiHance with Heaven, and fliel- 
tereth it behind the fliicld of Omnipotence. What- 
ever, therefore, promotes righteoufnefs, mull be 
regarded by every man who believes a Providence, 
as a part of the national defence. And, were in- 
ft i tut ions and exertions like yours more general 
throughout our land, our hopes for the public 

fate y 
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Jafety might proportionally rife, and our fears 
fubfide. To convince you that I do not enthufi- 
aflkally over-rate the confcquecce < f fuch pious 
endeavours to communicate inftruflion in rigbttwf- 
mfs, read with me in The Second Book of Chroni- 
cles, the feventeenth Chapter, from the fevemh 
verfe, how the wifdom of God connects the fafe- 
ty of Judah with fimilar exertions in the days of 

good Jehoftaphat : In the third year of his reign 

he font of his princes, U teach in the cities of Judah. 
And with them he fent Levites, and pnefts. And they 
taught in Judah, and bad $e book of the law of the 
Lord with them, and went about through all the cities of 
Judah, and taught the people. And the fear of the 
Lord fell upon all the kingdom of the lands that were 
round about Judah; fo thai they made no war mgainft 
JeboJhaphaU 

8. In thus difleminating religious knowledge 
among the young and ignorant, you are following 
the rooft IJIuttrious Examples which can be pro. 
pofed for imitation. 

May I not fay that Jehovah himfelf was a 
Teacher of babes, when from the top of Sinai he 
proclaimed the memorable words of the £fth com- 
mandmerit Honour thy father and thy mother : that j 
% days may be long upm the land which the Lord thy 

God 
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God giveth thee? Whom did he then teach 

knowledge? and whom did he make to under/land 
doclrine ? them that were weaned from the miik, and 
drawn from the brcajls. 

Was not the Divine Redeemer, while he fo- 
journed on earth, an inftructor of children ? Did he 
not pronounce them the fubjects of his kingdom? 
Did he not invite their approach ; and take them 
tip in his arms, and blefs them ? 

And, if you demand great examples from a- 
mong men fubjeft to like pajfxons as we are, be- 
hold Abraham, and the moft honourable of his 
fons ! 

The father of the faithful had this teftimony 
from God (and obferve that it was the fum of the 
diving encomium j, / know him, that he will com* 
mand his children and his houfehold after htm, and thej 
will keep the way of the' Lord \ to do judgement and 
juftice *. 

Mighty kings who fprung of him gloried in 
publifhing the law and teftimony to their youthful 
fubjecls. Come, ye children, faid the founder nf 
that renowned rtce who fwayed the fceptre in 
Zion, come, ye children, hearken unto me : I wis! teach 
you the fear of the Lord f- Such was David's grow- 
ing 



* Gen. xviiL 19. f Ffai xxxiv. tu 



SERMON IL 



ing conviction of the importance of this fervue, 
that, toward the end of his days, he defired to 
live chiefly for the fake of performing it, In this 
he wifhed to employ all the accumulated ex- 
perience of a long illuftrious life, and to expend 
the lateft vigour of his declining age : -0 Gtd % 
thou haft taught me from my youth : and hitherto have 
I declared thy wondrous works. Now alfo when I am 
old and gray-haded, 0 God, firfake me not : until t 
have flxwed thy. jlrength to this generation, and thy 
power to every one that is to come *. , His immediate 
fucceflbr, the wifeft and moll fplendid of monarchs/ 
while he was in the prime of his life and in the 
fall glory of his reign, fought out, and fet in or- 
der many Proverbs, to give to the young man knowledge 
and difcretion: and, when he was about to quit 
the ftage of public ufefulnefs, he concluded the 
laft of his labours as a Preacher, with ferious and 
falntary exhortations to thofe who were in the days 
of their youth f . 

If you look into the New' Teft amen t, you will 
find the apoftle of the Gentiles acting as a precep, 
tor of little children, and addrefling them with 
precept upon precept +♦ 

S In 
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In the primitive ages of Chflftiahity, as is af- 
certained by the tnoft authentic documents, great 
attention was paid to the religious inftruction of 
the young and the ignorant* They formed a dit 
tind order in the church: and were known by 
the name of Catechumens, or pupils who were 
trained by catechetical difcipline. Into this order, 
the children of Chriftians were early initiated. 
They were diftributed into claffes, according to 
their proficiency. And Catechifts were appointed 
to affift their progrefs through the feveral grada- 
tions of their novitiate till they rofe into complete 
fellowfhip with the church, It is time that fo 
ufeful an inftitution were revived among us, of 
its advantages produced by fubftitutes like tbcfe 
which you have provided. 

In every age, indeed, st zeal for tranfmitting 
the knowledge of divine things has, in fome de- 
gree, exifled add operated among the fincere fol- 
lowers of Chrift. But for this, his name muft 
have perifhed from the earth, and your privileges 
would not now be what they arc. Your ancef- 
tors conveyed them to you at the hazard of their 
lives, and the expence of their blood. For you 
is referved the eafier talk of making them known 
to your fucceffors by your practice, and your in- 
ftruclioris. He who feels no intcreft in the tram* 

miffion 
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million, may extol theheroifm of thofe who, in 
,lmoft every period of Chriftiapity, have been 
fain for the wedof God, and for the tedimony which 
'tba held; but is himfelf a man of another fpirit. 
He is not likely to endure much for righteoufnefs' 
lake who will not even open his mouth io utter the 
ancient myfteries, nor lend his aid that the genera- 
tion to come may know them. 

Animated by examples fo numerous and fo 
great, let us adopt the refplution which Afaph 
formed for himfelf, and recommended to his con- 
temporaries What we have heard and known, and 
our fathers have told us ; we wilt not hide from their 
children. 

0. To encourage your perfeverance in this 
great and good work, recoiled the Promifes which 
affure the church that efforts like yours fhall be 
made, and fhall be fuccefsfuh 

In the fcripture, we are taught to indulge the 
hope that from age to age many Afaphs mail 
arife to emulate their worthieft progenitors 
in tranfmitting to potterity the knowledge of 
the things of God. One generation fhall praife 
thy works to another; and Jhall declare thy migh- 
ty aBs; and Jhall utter the memory of thy great 
goodnefs, and fing of thy righteoufnefs, and make 

' buwn 
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known to the Jons of men the glorious majefly of thy 
kingdom. The fibers to the children Jhall make 
known thy truth. Injiead of the fathers pall be the 
children. A feed fhall ferve him, and fluid come, and 
Jhall declare his righteoufnef unto a people that fhall h 
born \ m To the accomplifhment of thofe great and 
precious promifes, your feminaries direftly, eminent- 
ly and obvioufly conduce. They bring together 
the prefent and the rifing generations under this 
precife confideration of each, that the one are now 
the full poffeiTors, and the other the heirs appa- 
rent, of the church's privileges; and for the ex< 
prefs purpofe that the former may declare to the 
latter the tefiimony and law which God commanded 
the fathers to make known to the children. 

It is to be regretted that hitherto many pri- 
vate Chriftians of eminent endowments have been 
lefs dire&iy and ftatedly inftrumental in fulfilling 
thofe promifes of good to the church, and lefs 
extenfively ufeful in tranfmitting facred know- 
ledge to their fucceffors, than they were fitted to 
be. They were not called forth to the important 
and honourable work for which they were well 
qualified. There were none, or there were but 

few, 

| Pfal. cxlv. 4, 7, n. Ifa. xxxviii. 19. Pfal. xlviii, \6> 
22/30, 31. 
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few, to whom they could extend the benefit of 
their inftrucTions. How zealous foever they 
might be to proclaim God's righteoufnefs and hi s 
power to every one to come; and to fay to the hopes 
of the church, « Come, ye children, hearken unto 
" me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord: 0 
" magnify the Lord with me, let us exalt his name 
" together: he is our God, and our fathers' God, and 

we will praife him: they were conftrained to 

reprefs the facred impulfe by the dread of incur- 
ring the reproach of oftentatious Angularity. Their 
talent for communicating knowledge to the young 
and the ignorant, lay dormant* and was loft to 
the church. For this evil, however, your inftitu- 
tions prefent an eafy, adequate and unexceptionable 
remedy. Confidently with the ftricleil order, the 
church may, by means of them, avail itfelf of the 
gifts of its wifeft members, and of the good of the 
moft comfortable of the divine promifes, for the 
fpiritual benefit of the lambs of the flock. 

Brethren, in a period wherein many of the moft 
illuftrious of the divine predictions relating to the 
public Aate of Chriflianity are receiving a rapid and 
wide and wondrous fulfilment, how cheering is it 
to remark that even your humble inflations and 
efforts are Angularly calculated to verify one of 

the 
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the irwft irftporUPt cU&s Q f promifcs to the 
tfwrjch, and that they pUiely coincide with the 
moft confpieuous of the prefent high operations of 
providence, and fvW^ve the moft benevolent of 
its defigns! 

All around us now tebold in the divine ?d- 
ipiniftradons many unufol, intereftjng *nd fublime 
appearances, movements, and tendencies; in the 
moft ominous and the mfift wfpieiou*, in the 
moft afflictive and the moft felicitating of which 
the man pf fpiritpal difcernment cafily .recognifes 
the counterpart of thpfe important prophecies 
vhich refpect the introduetipn of the laft and beft 
4 nd moll extended age of the church, and of the 
world. A vaft *nd complicated work of God is 
evidently in progrefs toward a grand, though |4< 
bly, • remote confirmation. The fubordinate a- 
gents are tmi in number aad widely fpread ; often 
totally unconnected or avowedly hoftile; and 
their charters, like their department?, are great* 
ly diverfified. 

Pj terrible things in rightecufnefs, the nug"! 
fabric of fuperdition which has fo long over- 
fludowed the nations wd disfigured CMfc 
anity, is (haltered through its whole extent, an<J 
(haken to its foundations; its piliars tremble; 
it totters to fall : and the ruinous convul^ 
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has been effected by moft profligate inftrutnents, 
Who knew hot the work of the Lotd> not undetflttid 
bis coUnfeL 

While the denunciations againft AntlchKft ate 
thus awfully realized, the predi&ions which fecure 
pofitive good, ahd general ptofperity, to the Re- 
deemer's kingdom, are alfo come in remembrance 
before God : and to fulfil thefe, he has roufed the 
zeal of the generation of the righteous. Of this clafe 
of gracious predictions, fome fecure to the chufch 
the enlargement of its boundaries, and others, the 
advancement of its internal illufnihatiott and pu- 
rity. 

For the accomplifhment of the former, men 
endowed by God with the fpirit of holy and more 
than heroic enterprife, are now traverfingland and 
flood. They go forth in tlt£ name of Jehovah 
to plant Meffiah's enfigns where Satan's reign has 
been undifturbed for ages, and to convey the 
light of the truth far into the gloom of the Jbadcw 
cf death. Already, they fmg unto the Lord a new 
fin$ from the ends of the earth ; — they cry aloud from 
the fea ;—they fiout from the top of the mountains , and 
declare his praifc in the iflands ; — arid gladdeft the 
untutored people of the wood and wildernefs with 
the founds of falvation. 

The promifes refpecting the internal illumina- 
tion 
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tion of the church are likewife now receiving* 
more rem^jkable fulfilment than in the days of 
our fathers. Multitudes of the fearers of God 
are on all hands eager and active to prepare the 
way for that glorious period of light and joy 
when the fons and daughters of the church, from 
the greateft to the leaft, fhall underftand and utter 
the dark fayings of old, and (hall fing together in the 
heights of Zion. Among this honourable company, 
you have taken your ftation, and your work, — . 
intent to fulfil at once God's promifes and his 
commands, by repleniftung Zion with knowledge 
and with righteoufnefs. 

Encouraged by thofe divine promifes of 
which you are the minifters, as well as conftrain- 
ed by the divine command, go on in the good 
work which you have undertaken, confidently 
faying, God bath fpoken in his bolinefs, we will re> 
joice: the Lord is our helper we will not fear: tbt 
God of heaven will pro/per us, therefore we his fervanfs 
will arife and build *. 

10. Still farther to animate your exertions, 
confider the Good which will accrue from them 
to Yourfelves. 

. Subjected 
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Subjected to peculiar and not inconfiderablc 
labours, the brethren on whom the care of in. 
ftrucrion is immediately devolved have fuperiour 
encouragements. You improve while you em- 
ploy your gifts. Difpenfing knowledge to others, 
you augment your own ltore. Muling and dif' 
courfing on God's law, its wonder, will unfold 
and brighten to your view, and oft-times your 
hearts will burn w,thin yns. In the feminaries, 
your beft difpolitions will be meliorated: for all 
around you, among your pupils and vour affoci- 
ates, you will fee none but lovers and friends. 
Your confiant exertions for the good of immortal 
fouls, will perpetually recal your minds to your 
own eternal concerns : and while you are teaching 
the children the /ear of the Lord, you will be learn, 
ing it yourfelves. 

Of old, temporal benefits were promifed to 
thofe who diligently performed the duty in which 
you are engaged ». Still the life that now is, and- 
^ngs prefent, are promifed to the faithful people 
of God. And whit can be more natural than to 
fuppofe that hereafter among your pupils fome 
c{ you may find grateful benefactors, who will 
*jo«ce to repay your fpiritual with their carnal 
communications? 

Here, I cannot but remark that the employ. 
T 

* ment 
* Deut. xu 19. 31. 
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ment of teaching in your feminaries may be high, 
ly profitable to thofe young perfons who are con- 
fecrating themfelves to the office of the minittry, 
and may prove an excellent preparative for their 
ufefulnefs in that more extenfive and public 
fphere. Among the children they will feci the 
importance of inculcating thefrft principles of the 
oracle, of God, and learn to feed with milk thofe 
who cannot bear ftrong meat. Frequent cxerafe 
of fpeaking may produce habits of eafy utterance; 
and aperfpicuous manner of expreffion maybe 
beft acquired where there is a neceffity forwfe 
great plainncfs of fpcecb. 

Brethren, in whatever form you lend your aid 
to thefe benevolent inllitutions, if your zealous 
exertions are infpired by Chriuian principles, 
fy I fay unto you, youjhall not lofe your reward. Is not 
a recompenfe promifed even to him who Jball j* 
unto one of thefe link ones a cup of cold water «ft » 
the name of a difciple? In performing our duty we 
are not, it is true, to be mercenary ; yet it were 
at once undutiful, ungrateful and foolilh, not to 
^member, or not to feel, thofe motives by whtcft 
divine liberality invites- and invigorates our obe- 
dience. 

While you arc profecuting your undertaking, 
you enjoy the blifsful confeioufnefs of well-doing. 
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And your prefent exertions will abide reBeftion, 
an d will pleafe in the retrofpeS. Will they not 
be more than recompenfed when you mall behold 
from time to time in the houfe of God numbers 
of worfhippers who, by your means were taught 
to underftand his truths, and to celebrate his 
praifes? and when you wall behold in the world 
fober, induftrious and worthy men whofe charac- 
ters and habits you, as the inftruments of divine 
grace, contributed to form ? In future and per. 
haps not diftant days, how will it delight you 
when the blefmg of him that was ready to perijb 
cometh upon you/ And at lift, when you are about 
to join the innumerable congregation of the dead, 
it will not repent you to have ferved God thus in 
your generation, and to have fown feeds of righ- 
teoufnefs which may be flourilhing among men 
when you are forgotten in the grave. 

But you (hall not be forgotten by God. For 
he has referved befide him, in the world to come, 
a great reward for thofe who now honour him 
by promoting religion. They that be wife pall 
finne as the brightnefs of the firmament ; and they 
that turn many to rigbteoujnefs as the f tars forever 
and ever *• 

Heaven, 



* Dan. xii, 3,. 



SERMON II. 



Heaven grant that none of you may have rea- 
fon to fay in rcfpett of your fuccefc among the 
pupils of your feminaries :— We have laboured in 
vain ; we have /pent our ftrength for nought, and in 
vain. But though that were true, you {tall M 
tain no lofs. The high reward of grace is annex- 
ed not to the foccefi, but to the intentions and 
and the exertions, of the workers of righteoufnefs. 
I have laboured in vain, faid the prophet, perfonat- 
ing and prefiguring one greater than himfeif, J 
have /pent my ftrength Jor nought and in vain ; Jfratl 
is not gathered; yet Jurely my judgment is with the 
Lord, and my reward with my God*. 

Exalt wijdom, then, and Jhe Jhall promote thee: I 
Jhe Jhall bring thee to honour. She Jhall give to thine 
bead an ornament <f grace : a crown of glory Jhall Jlx 
deliver to thee f. 

In the Last Place, Let me urge your fire- 
nuous perfeverance in Importing your religious 
feminaries from the confederation of the Charadcr 
and Circumflances of this the Place of our Refi- 
dence. 

For knowledge, for religion, for the generous 
fpirit of its inhabitants, as well as for the ingenious 

and 



* Ifa- xlix. 4, 5. prov. iv. 8, 9. 



SERMON IL 



153 



and ufeful arts of life, its reputation is high. In 
every liberal exertion for the imerefts of religion, 
or of humanny, you have long been exemplary. 
Your miffionary efforts defcrved and obtained ve- 
ry diftingui thing applaufe. Thofe who were bell 
able to appreciate them pronounced, that upon a 
comparifon of circumflances, they were not ex- 
ceeded in Britain, Of late you have had occafioa 
repeatedly, to manifeft your zeal to relieve fufc 
fering humanity. Still you fupported your cha^ 
rafter : and what the fires had confuraed, your 
liberality promptly reftored *« 

With your ufual fpirit you inftituted the Sab. 
bath Schools, With your ufual fpirit you have 
hitherto encouraged them. You have begun well : 
—go on, in the name of the Lord j and profpen 

Befides 

♦ * This refers to fome very liberal contribution! 
which were lately made in Paifley, for the benefit of 
a multitude of perfons whofe houfes and e&e£s had 
been deftroyed by fire. At one time 30 families, and a 
frw weeks afterward, fixty, faw their habitations fuddenly 
ruined. The wife and humane fcheme of combining the 
efforts of Chriflhns of all denominations for the relief 
of their fuffering brethren by contribution* at all the 
churches on the fame days, was fuggefted, and, in the firft 
of thofe cafes, the execution of it was fu per intended, by 
the gentlemen who were then in the magiftracy. 
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Belldes the neceffity, univerfal at prefent in thefe 
lands for fuch inftitutions, and arifing from the 
ignorance of fome, and the negligence of others, 
whofe duty it is to communicate domcftic in- 
ftrudion ; in this vicinity, the unintermitted em- 
ployment of multitudes of children in mechanical 
labours on all working days, and the great influx 
from the more unenlightened parts of the country 
of families in which the parents are no lefs igno- 
rant, and more indocile, than the children, rcn- 
der your fchools for facred inftruction, and your 
pious efforts to fupport them, eminently expedient 
and beneficial. Go on, therefore, in the name of 
the Lord : and profper. 

Already, the good effe&s of your exertions 
appear. Many young perfons are now more ret 
gioufly occupied at home than they were before. 
It is faid that from your fchools they have car- 
ried reformation into fome of the families to 
which they belong. Our ftreets are more tran- 
quil on the Lord's day. Numbers of thofe *h<> 
infefted them are now to be feen liftening and 
learning in your feminaries. There, FifteiH 
Hundred Children, are enquiring after God) 
and waiting at the poftt of Wifdom's doors. Mi* 
titudes of thefe manifeft no fmall ardour to 

acquis 
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acquire religious knowledge, and to engage in de- 
votional exercifes: and who would not wilhto 
cherifh fuch happy and hopeful beginnings? Go 
on, then, in name of the Lord : and profper. 

Go on in the name of the Lord. The work 
which employs you is mod honourable, and moll 
worthy of facred ardour. Yonr expence and ex- 
ertions are as nothing, when compared with the 
ends which arc purfued, and the effects which 
may be produced. You are forming the minds 
and morais of thofe on whom all the concerns 
of church and Hate are foon to be devolved, 
and who are to be the poffeffors of the world, 
and the infiructors of future generations of men, 
when you are {lumbering in the dull. You are 
labouring to extend and perpetuate upon earth 
the innumerable and ineftimable bleffings of the 

. Gofpel of peace. And what mail I fay more? 

While you arc bringing finners to the Saviour, 
while you are mowing to immortal beings the 
path of eternal life, are you not contributing to 
people the heavens, and to caufe new joy among 
the angels, and to accent the fongs of all the blcflU 
around the throne of God ? 
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Teachers and Superintendents, t fuSer 
from me the word of exhortation. 

The command to teach, implies a command to 
learn. Be diligent then to make advances your- 
felves in the how/edge of the myftery of Chnfl. \ n 
the dark faying* of old, glorioufly illuminated now 
by pofterior revelations, there is enough to em. 
ploy, and to repay, all your enquiries. Seek efpe- 
cially that knowledge which is experimental and 
&ving; the feeling of the fandifying power of 
the truth. 

Deliver to the children nothing but what you 
have received from the Lord: for you are command- 
ed to make known to them, not the opinions or 
traditions of men, but the law and teftimony of 
God. 

Let me recommend to you condefcenfion and 
meeknefs in difcharging your tmft. Be gentle a* 
mong the little difdples, even as a nurfe cberijheth 
her children* 

You have need of prudence, of patience, of 
perfeverance : for inflection mutt be Milled into 
the tender mind as it is able to admit it ; and that 
tfie children may be taught knowledge, and toad* to 
underftand doBrine, precept muff be upon precept, pre- 
cept upon precept, line upon line, line upon line. You 

muff, 
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muft, as is faid in the text, make the things of 
God known to them. You mud endeavour to 
communicate to them more than the found of 
words, and the forms of reply. Like the good 
teachers in Nehemiah's days, you muft give the 
fenfe, and caufe them to underftand the law *• 

To your inflrucUons and exhortations add 
prayers, both in the prefence and in the abfence 
of the children, for their advancement in know- 
ledge and in goodnefs. In this you have for your 
examples the infpired teachers of Chriftianity, and 
our Saviour himfelf. Having concluded his laft 
addrefs to his difciplcs, he followed it with ar- 
dent and appropriate fupplications. Lifting up his 
eyes to heaven, he faid, Father ; I have given unto 
them the words which thou gaveft me. Sanctify them 
through thy truth : thy word is truth f . 

Let your practice illuftrate and enforce your 
inftructions. Exhibit in your life the beauties 
of hdinefs : and walk in the light which you 
diffufe around you. So fhall none be able to taunt 
you with that proverb of reproach, Thou that 
ieacheft another, teacheft thou not thyfelf J. 

In one word, let each of ycu, in his place, imi- 
tate Ezra ; of whom it is laid that he had prepared 
U his 
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his hearty firft, to feek the law of the Lord; and> then, 
ip do it; and then, to teach m Ifrael ftatutes and 
judgements 

Parents and Heads of Families; the in* 
junction on the fathers to wake known the law and 
tefiimony to their {ucceeding race, applies with pecu* 
liar force to you in your domellic relations. 

In your families, you muft promote religion 
and virtue, and reprefs vice, by the exertion of 
that authority which God has committed to you. 
Abraham commanded his children and hi$boufebo!dtQ 
fear God and follow righteoufnefs. Mine eyes, 
lays David, Jhall be upon the faithful of the land, that 
they may dwell with me ; he that walketh in a perfrl 
way fhall ferve me. He that worketh deceit fiall not 
dwell within my houfe ; he that ielleib lies fiall ml 

tarry in my fight*. To the force of authority 

add the gentler and more efficacious influ- 
ence of good example. It you wifli your fa- 
milies to "ferve the Lord, you muft determine 
like Jolhuaf, to lead them on yourfelves ; and, 
like David J, to walk within your houfe with a pet' 
fed heart. —Farther, neglect not family induction; 
an exercife which you will find no lefs pleafant to 

your 

* Ezra vii. i o* 
* Fftl. ci, 6 3 7. ft Jofli. xxiv. j 5- t Wal ci. i, 2. 
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yourfelves than profitable to thofe whom provi- 
dence has entruiicd to your care. I will appeal to 
fuch as confeientioufly difeharge this duty, if 
any moments of their lives flow on with more 
pure delight than thofe in which their children 
and domeflics are around them, hearing and en- 
quiring concerning the great things o/ the law. 
1 -And, if you would not counteract the in- 
fluence of your family inftruftions, maintain in 
your houfeholds the worlhip of God. With what 
confiftency or effect can you teach your domeitics 
to acknowledge him in ail their ways, and in all thing* 
to make known their requejls to him by prayer and f up- 
plication; how can you teli them that it is a good 
'% to give thanks unto the Lord, and to fag praifes 
mo the name of the Mofi High, to fhm forth ins hv- 
n tindnefs in the morning, and his faithfulnefs every , 
night: if your dwellings are not temples wherein 
* beard ihankfgiving, and the voice of melody; and 
V therein prayer is not fit forth before God as incenfe, 
wdthe lifting up 0/ the hands as the evening facrifiee? 

The incapacity of heads of families for domeftic 
dwics of religion is for the mod part criminal, 
«*e difinclination to them is always fo. Refolute- 
y b egin ;-and you will find the way of the Lord td 
tftwgtb, and plcafantnefs, and peace. There are 
who cannot in fome form exprefs their deftres ' 

to 
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to God ; none who cannot impart to their chil- 
dren fome religious infraction or advice : and 
your feebleft attempts may be followed by the 
happieft confequences. 

On your countenance and exertions, parents 
and heads of families, the good effect of the Sab- 
bath Schools much depends. You muft endea. 
vour to prepare the children, and you mutt ex- 
cite them to prepare themfelves, for the facrede* 
ercifes in which they are there occupied. 

Even thofe of you who enjoyed not ths 
benefit of religious inftruction in early youth, may 
do much to promote 'the improvement of your 
children at thefe feminaries. In the very wart 
which you deplore you may find motives to 
prompt you to encourage their diligence, and 
arguments to animate them in their preparations 
and attendance. 

Heads of families who are neither ignorant nor 
indolent, may avail themfelves of thefe 'feminaries 
as helps ; and will perceive them to add new ener- 
gy to the application of their children, and new 
fpeed to their progrefs* 

They are, however, Intended not to fupcrfc* 
or obftruft, but to ftimulate and fecond, your ex, 
ertions at home; And it is pieafant to know, an 

to tell, that among us fuch has been their happy 

influence 
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influence on domeftic education, that parents arc 
not more remifs but more afliduous to inftruct their 
children, and children not lefs but more dif- 
pofed to fcek and receive inftruction from their 
friends or parents, than before their commence- 
ment 

O ye Children ; the commandment recog- 
nifed in the text is alfo for you. For if it be the 
duty of the fathers to teach, no left muft it be the 
duty of the children to learn. To attend to the 
means of religious inftruction is, therefore, one of 
the firft things which God requires of you in the 
days of your youth* 

If you have parents who are able and willing 
to inftruct you, learn of them in your own habi- 
tations* If you are fent to thefe fchools, be 
punctual in your attendance on 'them, orderly 
when you are prefent in them, diligent in your 
preparations before you go to them, and 4 when 
you come out of them, return quietly home, and 
recollect and repeat the things of God which you 
may have heard in them. Reverence your in- 
ftructors. Live in harmony among yourfelves : 
and wherever you meet, meet as friends. But 
fiiun the company of thofe naughty children who 
defpife God, and Chrift, and the fcriptures, and 
m\ good 
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good men, and good advice : and learn not of 
them their words, or their ways. 

Let your behaviour every day, in every place, 
and in every company, fhow that you profit by 
the Sabbath Schools. 

Remember pur Creator in the days of your youth ; 
and, Obey your parents ; for on thefe two command- A 
ments hang all the duties of children. Still recol- 
lect, that God is prefent wherever you are, 
and knows whatever you think, and hears 
whatever you fay, and fees whatever you do. 
The heavens and the earth declare his glory ; but 
his character, and his will, are bed learned from 
the holy fcripturfes, which are his own words. 
Read them, and hide them in your hearts, and 
they will make you wife, and good, and happy. 
Believe his promifes, in which he offers to you 
the richeft bleiTings, as free gifts. Obey his com- 
mandments, in which he tells you what is your 
duty. #Pray to him every day, for he has hid, 
they that feek mi early, pall find me. Truft in Jefus 
Chrid, and he will fave you w ith an everlafting 
falvatiom 

If you have loft your parents, remember that 
God is the father of the father lefs y and the orphan's 
ftay ; and commit yourfelves to his care, and he 
will teach, and guide, and keep you, and raife up 
friends to help you. 
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Let me now, in conclufion, briefly addrefs 
the Men of the Present Generation, in ge- 
neral : all of whom the text includes in the clafc 
of fathers whofe duty it is to make known the 
word of God to the children. 

I Perhaps, there are fomc of you, brethren, 
who are fo far from being able to difcharge this 
duty to your inferiors in years, that you are your- 
fetves utter Grangers to the elements of Chriftiani- 
!|ty ; and who are fo far from giving diligence to gain 
"facred knowledge, that you arebleffing yourfelves 
in your ignorance, and deceiving your own fouls 
with the roiferable fophiQry— That if ycu know 
lefs than other*, you have lefs to account for. 
But have you not known ? have you not heard ? 
has it not been told you from the beginning, that 
Ibis U the condemnation, that light is come into the wr/d, 
and men love darkne/s rather than Lghi. Of this be 
affured, that It is criminal to be ignorant of what 
you ought to have known, and might have known ; 
and that for fuch ignorance, with all its confe- 
quences, you are accountable, and condemnable. 
Voluntary ignorance of the word of God, will not 
excufe your inattention to his proclamations of 
duty in the law, or of grace in the gofpel. You arethe 

perfons 
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perfons of whom it is faid in the fcriptures, Ther 
know not, neither will they under/land; they walk on 
in darknefs. 1 have written to them the great things 
of my law, but they wen accounted as a Ji range thing. 
And if, while your prefent difpofition continues, 
you promife yourfelvcs impunity or happinefe 
from the eternal Judge, you are blcffing thofe 
whom God has not bleffed. Think not that you thai 
reach heaven with fliut eyes and carelefs hearts, or 
that, from the darknefs in which you have chofen 
to dwell, you fliall afcend into the pureft light of 
God. Beware left that come upon you which is 
written in the prophets, It is a people of no under- 
flandirg, therefore he that made them will not have 
mercy upon them, and he that formed them will fim 
them no favour, lor that they hated knowledge, and 
did not chufe the fear of the Lord i therefore Jhall tbei 
cat of the fruit of their own way, cuid be filled with 
their own devices. Dccaufe I have called, and ye re- 
fuftf; becaufe I have (1 retched out my band, andje 
did not regard; but fet at nought all my counfel, ad 
would none of my reproof: I alfo will laugh at your 
calamity, and mock when your fear cometh. Then 
pall ye call upon me, but 1 will not anfwer ; ye Jhall 
fetk me, but Jhall not find me. The Lord Jefus Jhall 
be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, taking 
vengeance on them that know not Cod, and obey not the 

go/pel- 
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gpfpel*. Afhamed of your ignorance, and alarmed 
at the tremendous and irrecoverable ruin into 
which you are Humbling, open your eyes ere you 
lift them up in endlefs defpair ! Acquaint now thy/elf 
with God, and be at peace : thereby good Jhall come unto 
thee. Receive, I pray thee, the law from his mouth, and 
lay up his words in thine heart f . If thou hideft his com- 
mandments with thee ; yea, if thou criejl after know- 
ledge, and lifteth up thy voice for under (landing ; if 
thou feekeft her as filver, and fearcheft for her as for 
hid treafures ; then Jhalt thou underfland the fear of 
the Lord, and find the knowledge of God {. 

But there are multitudes among us who are 
deftroyed, not for lack of knowledge, but by the a- 
bufe of it ! They poffete it ; they can impart it : 
but they rebel again/I the light : greatly refemb- 
ling in char after and conduct that perfidious race 

ftigmatized in this pfalm ; who kept not God's 

teftimonies, and his covenant ; and believed him not, 
andtru'led not in his falvation ; but tempted him in 
their hearts, and were not eflranged from their lufts §. 

X Take 

# Ifa. xxvii. 1 1. Prov. i. 24, &c. 2 ThefT. i. 8, 9. 
f Jobxxii. 22. X Prov. ii 1, &c. 
j Verfes 10, 18, 22, 30, 31, 56. 
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Take heed that you referable them not ajfo in 
their doom ! Alas ! what will it avail ycu to know 
much, and to inftrud many, if you hold the truth k 
unrtghttoufnefs* 

Perfilting in your fecret or open trefpafles, learn 
affuredly that whatever are your profefiions of de- 
votednefs to God, he ditclaims connexion with 
you } and that whatever is your zeal to propagate 
his truths, he difdains your (er vices. Unto the wickd 
Cod faith, What haft thou to do to declare my fiatutet, 
or to take my covenant in thy mouth ? Seeing thu hat- 
efl instruction, and cafteft my words behind thee *. 

Let the awful declaration of him to whom all 
judgement is committed roufe you to flee from 
the wrath to come: — In the laft day, many wilt fay unto 
me,Lord, Lord, Haft thou not taught in our ftreeis? bavi 
we not eaten and drank in thy prefence ? have tttf mt 
prophefted in thy name ! to whom I will profefs, I nivsr 
knew you ; depart from me, ye thai work iniquity 
And then it fha!l be more tolerable for thofe who 
hzvc finned without the law than for you who hm 
known the way of right eoujntfs, but have turned fm 
the holy commandment* 

Take the benefit of thy own knowledge, and 
be wife for thyfelf, 0 man who art inputted outtf 

the 
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the law* No longer rebel againft the light around 
thee, and within thee. Obey the gofpcL Mix tlye 
word with faith, Receive the truth in the love of it 
that thou mayeft bt faved: And treafuie not up to thy* 
filf wrath againfl the day of wrath, and revelation of 
the righteous judgment of God* 

And now, laftly, let me turn to you who both 
know the thin 5^ of God, and do them ; who have 
received his testimony, and fet to your feal that he is 
true; who build upon his promifcs hopes which 
rife to heaven \ and who delight greatly in his com* 
mandmcnts, and are the undcfiled in the way* You 
are the true lfrael with whom he has eilabliflied 
his covenant : and of whom he fays, They foall 
he taught of me : I wilt put my laws into their mind, 
and write them in their hearts ; and I will be to them 
a God, and they /halt be to me a people : 1 have form- 
ed tbemfor myfelf, they fimli jhew forth my praife. 

Gratefully adore The Father of lights who has 
nude you wije to fafoatiots*. Never forget his pre- 
eepfs, for with them he hath quickened you. Hope to the 
end : for not one good word which he has fpoken 
fliatl be unfulfilled By patient continuance in well-doing 
fift for glory, and honour, and immortality. Building up 
ywrfeives on your moft foly faith, praying in the Holy 

the 
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Ghoft, keep your/elves in the love of God, looking for 
the mercy of our Lord Jefus Chrijt unto eternal life. 

Surely you muft be eveF difpofed to obey the 
great command which ve have been enforcing. 
Surely you muft feel it fupremely your duty, 
your defire, and yrur delight, to propagate 
that gofyel which has been to you the word of life ; 
to bring finners to that Saviour, whofe grace has 
been to you exceeding abundant ; aftd to fl)ow forth 
the praifes of that God who bath called you out of 
darkne/s into bis marvellous light. 

And now, blcfled be the mod High God for 
fo early eftablifhing his law and teftimony in thefc 
ifles of the fea ; for enabling our fathers to tranf- 
mit the privileges of the gofpel to our times and to 
us ; for favouring us with unmolefted liberty to 
profefc and publifli his truths ; for exciting among 
our contemporaries, in our own and in other 
lands, an ardent and a&ive zeal to promote the 
interefts of Chriftianity ; and for uniting your 
hearts and exertions, as at this day, to make 
known the do&rines of his holy word to our fuo 
ceeding race ! 

May they arife and declare them to their chil- 
dren ; and may their children tell another genera- 
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tion : that they may fet their hope in God, and not 

forget his word, but keep his commandments ; and that 
race unto race may praife him, and proclaim his 
wondrous works, as long as the fun and moon 
endure ! 
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RISE AND STATE 

OF THE 

SABBATH SCHOOLS IN PAISLEY. 

(written by the secretary.) 

In the month of November 1797, fome private Chrif- 
tuns in Paifley converting upon the ftibj?& of religious 
education, and understanding that Sabbath evening Schools 
were ere&ed in different parts of the country, were of 
opinion that foraething of the kind among themfelves was 
highly necellkry. They met fcveral times for the purpofe 
of confuting one another upon the moft proper mode of 
promoting a plan that promifed to be attended by the mo ft 
beneficial eff £b. Nothing, however, of confequence 
w as done till the fubjeft was mentioned in the Miflionaiy 
fcciety, and warmly recommended by fome of the mem- 
krs. The Society agreed to requeft the different Sefiions 
m town to inform the Prayer meetings in their connexion, 
that a confutation with all who wifhed well to the ereaion 
°f Sabbath Schools was intended. 

Accordingly, on the 26th of December, a numerous 
meeting was held in Mr. Bell's School room- Having 

k chofen 
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diofen a Prefes and Clerk* they took into confideration a 
few hints of a plan, and unanimoufly refolved, that 
foraething of the kind was both neceffary and practicable. 
To modify and bring forward fome rules for the regula. 
tion of their future meetings, and the conduct of the 
Schools they intended to open, they appointed a Commit- 
tee of thirty-five perfons, chofen from all the large con- 
gregations in Town, befides the minifters of thefe congre- 
gations* 

The above Committee met in the Low Church Seffion 
houfe upon the 5th January 1798, and agreed to the 
following 

RULES for the Ere&ion and Support of Sabbath Efen* 
1 kg Schools in Paisley. 

r. The Members to confift of all thofe who figmrf 
their intention to fupport the inftitution by fubferitong 
the following regulations ; or by inferring their names in 
a book kept for the purpofe. 

2. The neceffary Funds to be raifed by Subfcription 
and voluntary contribution of all who wim well to the H* 
ftitution \ or by collection at the church doors on certain 
occafioos. 

3. The Society mail ehufe a Committee to meet the 
fecond Monday of every month or oftener if neceffary* 

4. The Society Ihall meet the fecond Monday of Janu- 
ary annually to chufe a Committee, a Treafurer and Secre* 
tary, and report frhe proceedings of the preceding year. 
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5. The Secretary ihall take minutes of the proceed- 
ings of every meeting of the Committee. 

tf. The Committee fhall ufe every prudent meafure 
for bringing forward Teachers of found principles and ge- 
nuine piety. 

7. They (hall appoint two of their number to vifit each 
School occafionally. 

8. If iuch vifitors obferve any thing amifs in the mode 
of conducting the Schools, they fhall endeavour to get it 
rectified. 

9. The Committee may occafionally order religious 
books as premiums to the children to be diftributed by 
the teachers or vifitors according to the attendance, beha* 
Tiour and proficiency of the Scholars. 

10. Every meeting to be begun and ended with prayer 
for the Divine blefling upon thefe means of inftruftion 
afforded to the young and rifmg generation. 

RULES for conducting the Schools* 

t The fole objed of thefe Schools fhall be religious in* 
ftroction. 

11. In the neighbourhood where each School fhall be 
opened a Committee of the friends of religion may be cho- 
fen to meet occafionally, fuperintend the School, and at- 
tend regularly by rotation in order to affile the Teacher. 

III. That every meeting of a School be begun with a 
fliort conrfe of praife and prayer, — The ufual exercifes to 
be reading and repeating portions of fcripture and inltruc* 
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tion by Catechizing. The whole to be concluded with a 
fliort advice, prayer and praife. 

IV. That the children Hiall be divided into ClaiTes ac. 
cording to their capacity and progrefs— and the Teathen 
mall fee that regular attendance be given. 

A meeting of the friends of the plan was again held© 
Mr. Bell's School room on the i&th January, when the a. 
bove was laid before them, and adopted as the rules of 
what they agreed to call The Society for erecting 
and Supporting Sabbath Schools ih Paisley, The 
fame Committee was defired to continue for a year and 
meet monthly according to the rules. 

Several teachers having offe? ed their fervices, it was 
agreed to open feven fchools in different parts of the 
Town, To each of thefe, fix neighbours of approved cha- 
racters and knowledge were chofen as an aflifting Commit- 
tee, with power to increafe their own namber as they 
fhould find it neceffary. 

It was fuggefted that a Sabbath Evening Lecture might 
W preached occafionally* the collection to be applied to ' 
the purpofes of the inftitution. To this the minifters pre- 
fent agreed, and Sabbath 4th February was appointed for 
the firft of thefe Lectures, when intimation mould be 
given from the pulpits refpecting the defign of the Society, 
and the time of opening the Schools. 

When attendance was given on Saturday evening the 
16th February to receive the names of children intended 
for the Schools, fuch numbers appeared that it was found 
neceffary immediately to double the number of fchools, fo 

that 
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that upon the fecond or third Sabbath there were fifteen, 
in which about 1200 children attended. About the end 
of Apjil there were twenty fchools and 1495 children. 

At the meeting of the Committee in September there 
were 27 Schools— Children 1516. 

Sums collected at the High Church at Six Evening 
Sermons, as follows : 

February 4 ... _ L. 24 2 8£ 

March 25 - - m 19 j c 

A P ril2 9 - - - 20 17 4 f 

July 1 

September 25 

November 25 - , l6 



24 o 6 
15 1 11* 



o Si 



L. 1 19 g £ 

The Society have expended as follows : 

41 2 8 



Tor Bibles to the poorer Children, L 
—Printing Watts' Prefervative from the 

Sins and Follies of Youth, 
— Catechifms for poor Children 1 3 

--Janeway's Token, . 2 3 

-^Early Piety, 



12 4 O 

3 



2 10 8 



-Rents, Candles, Sec. for all the Schools 1 1 3 



7 



L.71 2 7 
Balance in the Treafurer's hands, T 4 T 



j 10 



As 
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As there arc various items of expence incurred for 
Candle, Coals, and Rent not yet charged; it is probable, 
the prefent balance will not be more tban fufficient tjp dis- 
charge them. But as Chriftians of the different denomi- 
nations highly approve of the inftitution, and of the good 
efFeas refusing from the exertions of the Committees of 
inftruftion, there is little reafon to doubt the contributions 
will be equal to the expenditure. 

The General Committee have it in agitation to erect 
Schools for the inftruftion of young perfons of both fcxes 
above the age of fourteen. The fubjeft has been fre- 
quently before them, and it has been agreed, that fuch 
Schools fhall be opened as foon as convenient in the fpring. 
Two Schools are alfo intended in which inftru£Kon Ihatt 
be communicated in the Gxlic Language, for the benefit of ' 
tbofe not fufficietitly acquainted with the Englifh. 

WILLIAM CARLILE, Prefes. 
W*- w M'GAVIN, Secretary. 



SCRIPTURE DEFENCE 
CHRIST'S SUPREME D IV WITT* 



BY WILLIAM THOMSON, A, M« 

MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL AT OCHILTREE. 



i Timothy, iii* 15, 16* —The pillar and ground 
of the truth. . And without controverf^ great is the 
piyjlerj of godlinefs : God was manifejl in the flcjh—— 
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